9.a.. Community Support Factors – Community Support Funding

Provide information of funding support from Community Sources.
For community support, the City of Kearney will match private funding to build a new Veterans
Memorial. The memorial was originally anticipated at Kearney Cemetery. The group behind the
project has willingly agreed the best fit would be next to the new Central Nebraska Veterans
Home if the home locates in Kearney.
Private funding $500,000
City of Kearney match funding $500,000
Total support $1,000,000
Additional support, the following pages include more information on the memorial as well as
other support provided by area organizations to ensure the new Central Nebraska Veterans Home
is pleased with selecting Kearney for years to come.
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Veterans Memorial at Kearney

“A nation reveals itself not only by the
citizens it produces, but also by the citizens
it honors, the citizens it remembers.”
President John F. Kennedy

Project Vision:
The community of Kearney and the surrounding area holds a rich history of service and sacrifice
for our nation. This memorial is designed to honor all men and women who have served our
country in the military. Now is our time to reflect and remember those who so courageousely
committed themselves to defending our freedom.
Together, American Legion Post 52 and the Board of Directors for the Veterans Memorial at
Kearney propose to develop a powerful and inspiring veterans memorial. This memorial will
commemorate all conflicts since the inception of the Kearney area.
It is envisioned this memorial will be a destination for reflection, not only by area residents but
for travelers and students of all ages. It will provide a powerful opportunity to educate about
each branch of service and the conflicts endured throughout our nation’s history.
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Kearney Cemetery

Project Description:
The design of the memorial includes a walkway that will be lined on both sides with seven
columns that will denote each branch of service (Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard,
Merchant Marine and National Guard). Those seven columns will also provide a brief history of
each branch of service. One additional column will provide the definition of a Veteran and
recognize Prisoners of War, Missing in Action (POW/MIA).
The interior of the memorial will be circular in design, and lined clockwise with columns
denoting each conflict since the inception of the Kearney area, beginning with the Civil War.
The columns will also detail the history of each conflict and the total number of casulties. The
conflicts included will be the Civil War, Pawnee Scouts, Spanish-American War, World War I,
World War II, Korean War, Vietnam War, Grenada, Panama, The Gulf War, The Cold War,
Afghanistan and Iraq. An open walled gazebo will also be included within the interior of the
memorial.
Beautiful landscaping will surround the memorial with trees, annuals and biannuals. It will be
encircled with a wrought iron and stone exterior fence.

Project Details:
This powerful and important veterans memorial will leave a lasting impression on our area now,
and far into the future. As confident as we are in our mission and vision, we know we cannot
do it alone. This project will be entirely funded by private and corporate donations as well as
public grants. It is estimated the project will cost $1.5 million to complete, which does include a
fund for its ongoing maintenance.
Through a gracious and generous gift the City of Kearney has donated the land for the project,
and offered to care for the grounds of the memorial once completed. Also,the Veterans
Memorial at Kearney is now affiliated with the Kearney Area Community Foundation for its
funds management and non-profit affiliation.
It is time to honor those who have served before us, served with us, and will serve our nation in
the future. It is time for a meaningful place to remember. It is time for the Veterans Memorial
at Kearney.

The Veteran
“A Veteran is someone who, at one point in his/her life, wrote a blank check made payable to
“The United States of America,” for an amount of “up to and including my life.” Whether
serving in combat or not, each veteran took the vow to uphold and defend the Constitution of
these United States of America against all enemies both foreign and domestic, thus signing
that blank check. They did this not for themselves, but for their families, their Country, their
communities, and for you the citizens of this Great Nation. Let their sacrifices and dedication
never be forgotten.”
Author Unknown

June 10, 2013

Central Nebraska Veterans Home
Dear Mr. Robinson,
The Kearney Visitors Bureau would like to offer support for the new Central Nebraska Veterans Home to
be located in Kearney. Kearney offers a variety of amenities, ranging from historical attractions and
multiple shopping and dining outlets for the enjoyment of various visitors. With Kearney’s central
location and easy accessibility we are a perfect fit!
The Kearney Visitors Bureau will work with the Central Nebraska Veterans Home, at the direction of
administration, to promote the home to visitors and local residents. In addition, the Kearney Visitors
Bureau will actively promote the much anticipated $1.5M Veterans Memorial which would locate next
to the home if Kearney is selected.
We will work with our 21 hotel partners which total 1,600 rooms, soon to be 1,700 to create a Veterans
Family Rate. Participating hotels would offer an affordable rate to family members visiting loved ones
and would be specified in promotion materials and websites. Additionally, we would provide a visitor
information display within the facility which would have maps, dining and attraction brochures along
with other requested information.
The Kearney hospitality industry embraces the opportunity to be the future site of the Central Nebraska
Veterans Home. Thank you for your consideration. I can be reached at 308-237-3161 if you have any
questions.
Sincerely,

Roger Jasnoch
Director

9.b.. Community Support Factors – County Board Resolution of Support for Veterans Home

Provide certified copy of County Board Resolution of Support for Veterans Home program in
accord with principles outlined in Exhibit D.

See Attached Resolution
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