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Kearney Police Investigate Motor Vehicle-Train Collision/DUI
On February 26, 2021 at approximately 12:07 a.m., officers of the Kearney Police Department,
Kearney Volunteer Fire Department, and Good Samaritan EMS responded to a car / train
collision in the area of West Railroad Street and 9th Avenue in Central Kearney. Responding
Officers located a stopped eastbound Union Pacific train and a passenger car with extensive
damage. The driver of the vehicle was identified as twenty-one-year-old Gonzalo OrnelasCalderon of Kearney. Preliminary investigation indicated Ornelas-Calderon was southbound
on 9th Avenue, crossed West Railroad Street, drove the vehicle through the intersection onto
Union Pacific restricted property and high centered the vehicle on the railroad tracks becoming
stuck. Ornelas-Calderon exited the vehicle prior to the eastbound train hitting the vehicle. There
were no injuries reported as a result of the crash. Ornelas-Calderon was arrested and booked
into Buffalo County Jail for DUI after submitting to a breath test revealing a blood alcohol
content nearly three times the legal limit.
“We are once again reminded of the danger involved with Driving While Intoxicated and
entering restricted railroad property. We are thankful no one was injured to include Union
Pacific Railroad staff and engineers operating the train.” – Bryan D. Waugh, Chief of Police
Union Pacific Railroad Police are assisting with further investigation related to property damage
and trespassing on railroad property.
Check out our web site at www.cityofkearney.org.
We are sending this News Release as a service to the news media and citizens of Kearney.
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