
               

               BOOK CLUB BAGS 
After the Flood by Kassandra Montag (8 copies + audiobook, 2 book bags)  
A little more than a century from now, our world has been utterly transformed. After years of slowly overtaking the continent, 
rising floodwaters have obliterated America’s great coastal cities and then its heartland, leaving nothing but an archipelago of 
mountaintop colonies surrounded by a deep expanse of open water. 
 
Stubbornly independent Myra and her precocious seven-year-old daughter, Pearl, fish from their small boat, the Bird, visiting 
dry land only to trade for supplies and information in the few remaining outposts of civilization. For seven years, Myra has 
grieved the loss of her oldest daughter, Row, who was stolen by her father after a monstrous deluge overtook their home in 
Nebraska. Then, in a violent confrontation with a stranger, Myra suddenly discovers that Row was last seen in a far-off 
encampment near the Arctic Circle. Throwing aside her usual caution, Myra and Pearl embark on a perilous voyage into the icy 
northern seas, hoping against hope that Row will still be there. 
 
On their journey, Myra and Pearl join forces with a larger ship and Myra finds herself bonding with her fellow seekers who 
hope to build a safe haven together in this dangerous new world. But secrets, lust, and betrayals threaten their dream, and 
after their fortunes take a shocking—and bloody—turn, Myra can no longer ignore the question of whether saving Row is 
worth endangering Pearl and her fellow travelers. 

 
All the Gallant Men by Donald Stratton (8 copies + audiobook) 
At 8:06 a.m. on December 7, 1941, Seaman First Class Donald Stratton was consumed by an inferno. A million pounds of 
explosives had detonated beneath his battle station aboard the USS Arizona, barely fifteen minutes into Japan’s surprise 
attack on American forces at Pearl Harbor. Near death and burned across two thirds of his body, Don, a nineteen-year-old 
Nebraskan who had been steeled by the Great Depression and Dust Bowl, summoned the will to haul himself hand over hand 
across a rope tethered to a neighboring vessel. Forty-five feet below, the harbor’s flaming, oil-slick water boiled with enemy 
bullets; all around him the world tore itself apart. 

In this extraordinary never-before-told eyewitness account of the Pearl Harbor attack—the only memoir ever written by 
a survivor of the USS Arizona—ninety-four-year-old veteran Donald Stratton finally shares his unforgettable personal tale of 
bravery and survival on December 7, 1941, his harrowing recovery, and his inspiring determination to return to the fight. 

Don and four other sailors made it safely across the same line that morning, a small miracle on a day that claimed the 
lives of 1,177 of their Arizona shipmates—approximately half the American fatalities at Pearl Harbor. Sent to military hospitals 
for a year, Don refused doctors’ advice to amputate his limbs and battled to relearn how to walk. The U.S. Navy gave him a 
medical discharge, believing he would never again be fit for service, but Don had unfinished business. In June 1944, he sailed 
back into the teeth of the Pacific War on a destroyer, destined for combat in the crucial battles of Leyte Gulf, Luzon, and 
Okinawa, thus earning the distinction of having been present for the opening shots and the final major battle of America’s 
Second World War. 

As the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Pearl Harbor attack approaches, Don, a great-grandfather of five and one of five 
living survivors of the Arizona, offers an unprecedentedly intimate reflection on the tragedy that drew America into the 
greatest armed conflict in history. All the Gallant Men is a book for the ages, one of the most remarkable—and remarkably 
inspiring—memoirs of any kind to appear in recent years. 

  
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr (8 copies + audiobook) 
From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony Doerr, a stunningly ambitious and beautiful novel about a blind 
French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. 
       Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where he works as the master of its 
thousands of locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a perfect miniature of their neighborhood so 
she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home.  
       When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-
Laure’s reclusive great-uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be the museum’s most valuable 
and dangerous jewel. 
       In a mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find. 
Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal 
academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the resistance. More and more aware of the human cost of his 
intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s 
converge.  
 

American Spirit by David McCullough (8 copies) 
This collection of speeches by historian David McCullough reminds us of fundamental American principles. Over the course of 
his distinguished career, David McCullough has spoken before Congress, the White House, colleges and universities, historical 
societies, and other esteemed institutions. Now, as many Americans engage in self-reflection following a bitter election 
campaign that has left the country divided, McCullough has collected some of his most important speeches in a brief volume 
that articulates important principles and characteristics that are particularly American.  
 

 



Beartown by Fredrik Backman (8 copies + audiobook, 2 book bags) 
A dazzling, profound novel about a small town with a big dream—and the price required to make it come true. 
People say Beartown is finished. A tiny community nestled deep in the forest, it is slowly losing ground to the ever-encroaching 
trees. But down by the lake stands an old ice rink, built generations ago by the working men who founded this town. And in 
that ice rink is the reason people in Beartown believe tomorrow will be better than today. 
 
Their junior ice hockey team is about to compete in the national semi-finals, and they actually have a shot at winning. All the 
hopes and dreams of this place now rest on the shoulders of a handful of teenage boys. 
Being responsible for the hopes of an entire town is a heavy burden, and the semi-final match is the catalyst for a violent act 
that will leave a young girl traumatized and a town in turmoil. Accusations are made and, like ripples on a pond, they travel 
through all of Beartown, leaving no resident unaffected. 
 
Beartown explores the hopes that bring a small community together, the secrets that tear it apart, and the courage it takes for 
an individual to go against the grain. In this story of a small forest town, Fredrik Backman has found the entire world.  

 
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate (10 copies + audiobook, 2 book bags) 
— Memphis, 1939.Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and her four younger siblings live a magical life aboard their family’s Mississippi 
River shantyboat. But when their father must rush their mother to the hospital one stormy night, Rill is left in charge—until 
strangers arrive in force. Wrenched from all that is familiar and thrown into a Tennessee Children’s Home Society orphanage, 
the Foss children are assured that they will soon be returned to their parents—but they quickly realize the dark truth. At the 
mercy of the facility’s cruel director, Rill fights to keep her sisters and brother together in a world of danger and uncertainty. 
— Aiken, South Carolina, present day. 
Born into wealth and privilege, Avery Stafford seems to have it all: a successful career as a federal prosecutor, a handsome 
fiance, and a lavish wedding on the horizon. But when Avery returns home to help her father weather a health crisis, a chance 
encounter leaves her with uncomfortable questions and compels her to take a journey through her family's long-hidden 
history, on a path that will ultimately lead either to devastation or to redemption. 
        Based on one of America’s most notorious real-life scandals—in which Georgia Tann, director of a Memphis-based 
adoption organization, kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy families all over the country—Lisa Wingate’s riveting, 
wrenching, and ultimately uplifting tale reminds us how, even though the paths we take can lead to many places, the heart 
never forgets where we belong.  

  

Being Mortal by Atul Gawande (8 copies + audiobook) 
Atul Gawande tackles the hardest challenge of his profession: how medicine can not only improve life but also the process of 
its ending. 
       Medicine has triumphed in modern times, transforming birth, injury, and infectious disease from harrowing to 
manageable. But in the inevitable condition of aging and death, the goals of medicine seem too frequently to run counter to 
the interest of the human spirit.  
       Nursing homes, preoccupied with safety, pin patients into railed beds and wheelchairs. Hospitals isolate the dying, 
checking for vital signs long after the goals of cure have become moot. Doctors, committed to extending life, continue to carry 
out devastating procedures that in the end extend suffering. 
       Gawande, a practicing surgeon, addresses his profession’s ultimate limitation, arguing that quality of life is the desired goal 
for patients and families. Gawande offers examples of freer, more socially fulfilling models for assisting the infirm and 
dependent elderly, and he explores the varieties of hospice care to demonstrate that a person's last weeks or months may be 
rich and dignified. 
       Full of eye-opening research and riveting storytelling, Being Mortal asserts that medicine can comfort and enhance our 
experience even to the end, providing not only a good life but also a good end.  
  

Beneath a Scarlet Sky by Mark Sullivan (11 copies + audiobook)  
Based on the true story of a forgotten hero, Beneath a Scarlet Sky is the triumphant, epic tale of one young man’s incredible 
courage and resilience during one of history’s darkest hours. 
      Pino Lella wants nothing to do with the war or the Nazis. He’s a normal Italian teenager—obsessed with music, food, and 
girls—but his days of innocence are numbered. When his family home in Milan is destroyed by Allied bombs, Pino joins an 
underground railroad helping Jews escape over the Alps, and falls for Anna, a beautiful widow six years his senior. 
     In an attempt to protect him, Pino’s parents force him to enlist as a German soldier—a move they think will keep him out of 
combat. But after Pino is injured, he is recruited at the tender age of eighteen to become the personal driver for Adolf Hitler’s 
left hand in Italy, General Hans Leyers, one of the Third Reich’s most mysterious and powerful commanders.  
     Now, with the opportunity to spy for the Allies inside the German High Command, Pino endures the horrors of the war and 
the Nazi occupation by fighting in secret, his courage bolstered by his love for Anna and for the life he dreams they will one day 
share. 
Fans of All the Light We Cannot See, The Nightingale, and Unbroken will enjoy this riveting saga of history, suspense, and love. 
  

Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty (8 copies + audiobook) 
Sometimes it’s the little lies that turn out to be the most lethal…A murder……a tragic accident……or just parents behaving 
badly? What’s indisputable is that someone is dead. But who did what? Big Little Lies follows three women, each at a 
crossroads: 
       Madeline is a force to be reckoned with. She’s funny and biting, passionate, she remembers everything and forgives no 



one. Her ex-husband and his yogi new wife have moved into her beloved beachside community, and their daughter is in the 
same kindergarten class as Madeline’s youngest (how is this possible?). And to top it all off, Madeline’s teenage daughter 
seems to be choosing Madeline’s ex-husband over her.  
       Celeste is the kind of beautiful woman who makes the world stop and stare. While she may seem a bit flustered at times, 
who wouldn’t be, with those rambunctious twin boys? Now that the boys are starting school, Celeste and her husband look set 
to become the king and queen of the school parent body. But royalty often comes at a price, and Celeste is grappling with how 
much more she is willing to pay. 
       New to town, single mom Jane is so young that another mother mistakes her for the nanny. Jane is sad beyond her years 
and harbors secret doubts about her son. But why? While Madeline and Celeste soon take Jane under their wing, none of 
them realizes how the arrival of Jane and her inscrutable little boy will affect them all. 
       Big Little Lies is a brilliant take on ex-husbands and second wives, mothers and daughters, schoolyard scandal, and the 
dangerous little lies we tell ourselves just to survive. 
  

Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani (10 copies) 
At the age of fourteen, a young woman in 17th-century Persia believes she will be married within the year. But when her 
beloved father dies, collapsing in the field where he works with the other men from their village, there is no hope for a dowry. 
Alone and penniless, she and her grieving mother are forced to sell the brilliant turquoise rug the young woman has woven, 
meant, of course, for her married life, to pay for their journey to Isfahan. 

There they will work as servants for her uncle Gostaham, a rich rug designer in the court of the Shah, and be lorded over 
by Gostaham's wife. Despite her lowly station, the young woman blossoms as a brilliant weaver of carpets, a rarity in a craft 
dominated by men. 

But while her artistic gift flourishes, her prospects for a happy marriage grow dim. Forced into a secret marriage with a 
man who will never take her as his first wife, the young woman is faced with a daunting decision: forsake her own dignity, or 
risk everything she has in an effort to maintain it. 

Amirrezvani infuses her story with lush detail, brilliantly bringing to life the sights sounds and life of 17th-century 
Isfahan: The dazzling architecture; the exotic Persian foods; the breathtakingly beautiful rugs. A sweeping love story, a 
powerful coming-of-age story, and a luminous portrait of a city, this is a universal tale of one woman's struggle to live a life of 
her choosing. 

 
Bones of Paradise by Jonis Agee (8 copies + audiobook) 
Ten years after the Seventh Cavalry massacred more than two hundred Lakota men, women, and children at Wounded Knee, 
J.B. Bennett, a white rancher, and Star, a young Native American woman, are murdered in a remote meadow on J.B.’s land. The 
deaths bring together the scattered members of the Bennett family, while exposing their damning secrets. Dulcinea, returned 
after bitter years of self-exile, yearns for redemption and the courage to mend her broken family and reclaim the land that is 
rightfully hers. Rose, scarred by the terrible slaughters that have decimated and dislocated her people, struggles to accept the 
death of her sister, Star, and refuses to rest until she is avenged. 

 
Book That Matters Most by Ann Hood (8 copies + audiobook) 
Ava’s twenty-five-year marriage has fallen apart, and her two grown children are pursuing their own lives outside of the 
country. 
       Ava joins a book group, not only for her love of reading but also out of sheer desperation for companionship. The group’s 
goal throughout the year is for each member to present the book that matters most to them.  Ava rediscovers a mysterious 
book from her childhood—one that helped her through the traumas of the untimely deaths of her sister and mother. 
Alternating with Ava’s story is that of her troubled daughter Maggie, who, living in Paris, descends into a destructive 
relationship with an older man.   
       Ava’s mission to find that book and its enigmatic author takes her on a quest that unravels the secrets of her past and 
offers her and Maggie the chance to remake their lives.  

 
Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Richardson (8 copies + audiobook, 2 book bags) 
In 1936, tucked deep into the woods of Troublesome Creek, KY, lives blue-skinned 19-year-old Cussy Carter, the last living 
female of the rare Blue People ancestry. The lonely young Appalachian woman joins the historical Pack Horse Library Project of 
Kentucky and becomes a librarian, riding across slippery creek beds and up treacherous mountains on her faithful mule to 
deliver books and other reading material to the impoverished hill people of Eastern Kentucky. 
 
Along her dangerous route, Cussy, known to the mountain folk as Bluet, confronts those suspicious of her damselfly-blue skin 
and the government's new book program. She befriends hardscrabble and complex fellow Kentuckians, and is fiercely 
determined to bring comfort and joy, instill literacy, and give to those who have nothing, a bookly respite, a fleeting retreat to 
faraway lands. 
 

Born a Crime by Trevor Noah (9 copies + audiobook) 

Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth. 
Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was punishable by five years in 
prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by the 
extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to hide him from a government that could, at any moment, steal him 
away. Finally liberated by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure, 
living openly and freely and embracing the opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle. 



Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young man as he struggles to find 
himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist. It is also the story of that young man’s relationship with his fearless, 
rebellious, and fervently religious mother—his teammate, a woman determined to save her son from the cycle of poverty, 
violence, and abuse that would ultimately threaten her own life. 

The stories collected here are by turns hilarious, dramatic, and deeply affecting. Whether subsisting on caterpillars for 
dinner during hard times, being thrown from a moving car during an attempted kidnapping, or just trying to survive the life-
and-death pitfalls of dating in high school, Trevor illuminates his curious world with an incisive wit and unflinching honesty. His 
stories weave together to form a moving and searingly funny portrait of a boy making his way through a damaged world in a 
dangerous time, armed only with a keen sense of humor and a mother’s unconventional, unconditional love. 

 
Braving the Wilderness by Brene Brown (8 copies + audiobook) 
"True belonging doesn't require us to change who we are. It requires us to be who we are." Social scientist Brene Brown, PhD, 
LMSW, has sparked a global conversation about the experiences that bring meaning to our lives--experiences of courage, 
vulnerability, love, belonging, shame, and empathy. In Braving the Wilderness, Brown redefines what it means to truly belong 
in an age of increased polarization. With her trademark mix of research, storytelling, and honesty, Brown will again change the 
cultural conversation while mapping a clear path to true belonging. 
 
Brown argues that we're experiencing a spiritual crisis of disconnection, and introduces four practices of true belonging that 
challenge everything we believe about ourselves and each other. She writes, "True belonging requires us to believe in and 
belong to ourselves so fully that we can find sacredness both in being a part of something and in standing alone when 
necessary. But in a culture, that's rife with perfectionism and pleasing, and with the erosion of civility, it's easy to stay quiet, 
hide in our ideological bunkers, or fit in rather than show up as our true selves and brave the wilderness of uncertainty and 
criticism. But true belonging is not something we negotiate or accomplish with others; it's a daily practice that demands 
integrity and authenticity. It's a personal commitment that we carry in our hearts." Brown offers us the clarity and courage we 
need to find our way back to ourselves and to each other. And that path cuts right through the wilderness. Brown writes, "The 
wilderness is an untamed, unpredictable place of solitude and searching. It is a place as dangerous as it is breathtaking, a place 
as sought after as it is feared. But it turns out to be the place of true belonging, and it's the bravest and most sacred place you 
will ever stand." 

 
Bridge to Haven by Francine Rivers (9 copies + audiobook) 
To those who matter in 1950s Hollywood, Lena Scott is the hottest rising star to hit the silver screen since Marilyn Monroe. 
Few know her real name is Abra. Even fewer know the price she’s paid to finally feel like she’s somebody.To Pastor Ezekiel 
Freeman, Abra will always be the little girl who stole his heart the night he found her, a wailing newborn abandoned under a 
bridge on the outskirts of Haven. Zeke and his son, Joshua–Abra’s closest friend–watch her grow into an exotic beauty. But 
Zeke knows the circumstances surrounding her birth have etched scars deep in her heart, scars that leave her vulnerable to a 
fast-talking charmer who lures her to Tinseltown. Hollywood feels like a million miles from Haven, and naive Abra quickly 
learns what’s expected of an ambitious girl with stars in her eyes. But fame comes at a devastating price. She has burned every 
bridge to get exactly what she thought she wanted. Now all she wants is a way back home.In this riveting and highly 
anticipated tale of temptation, grace, and unconditional love, “New York Times” bestselling author Francine Rivers delivers big-
canvas storytelling at its very best. 
 

Britt-Marie Was Here by Fredrik Backman (10 copies + audiobook) 
Britt-Marie can’t stand mess. A disorganized cutlery drawer ranks high on her list of unforgivable sins. She is not one to judge 
others—no matter how ill-mannered, unkempt, or morally suspect they might be. It’s just that sometimes people interpret her 
helpful suggestions as criticisms, which is certainly not her intention. But hidden inside the socially awkward, fussy busybody is 
a woman who has more imagination, bigger dreams, and a warmer heart that anyone around her realizes. 

When Britt-Marie walks out on her cheating husband and has to fend for herself in the miserable backwater town of 
Borg—of which the kindest thing one can say is that it has a road going through it—she finds work as the caretaker of a soon-
to-be demolished recreation center. 

The fastidious Britt-Marie soon finds herself being drawn into the daily doings of her fellow citizens, an odd assortment 
of miscreants, drunkards, layabouts. Most alarming of all, she’s given the impossible task of leading the supremely untalented 
children’s soccer team to victory. In this small town of misfits, can Britt-Marie find a place where she truly belongs? 

Funny and moving, sweet and inspiring, Britt-Marie Was Here celebrates the importance of community and connection 
in a world that can feel isolating. 
  

Captured by Scott Zesch (8 copies + audiobook) 
On New Year's Day in 1870, ten-year-old Adolph Korn was kidnapped by an Apache raiding party. Traded to Comaches, he 
thrived in the rough, nomadic existence, quickly becoming one of the tribe's fiercest warriors. Forcibly returned to his parents 
after three years, Korn never adjusted to life in white society. He spent his last years in a cave, all but forgotten by his family.  
      That is, until Scott Zesch stumbled over his own great-great-great uncle's grave. Determined to understand how such a 
"good boy" could have become Indianized so completely, Zesch travels across the west, digging through archives, speaking 
with Comanche elders, and tracking eight other child captives from the region with hauntingly similar experiences. With a 
historian’s rigor and a novelist’s eye, Zesch's The Captured paints a vivid portrait of life on the Texas frontier, offering a rare 
account of captivity. 
  

 



City Baker’s Guide to Country Living by Louise Miller (9 copies + audiobook) 

When Olivia Rawlings—pastry chef extraordinaire for an exclusive Boston dinner club—sets not just her flambéed dessert but 
the entire building alight, she escapes to the most comforting place she can think of—the idyllic town of Guthrie, Vermont, 
home of Bag Balm, the country’s longest-running contra dance, and her best friend Hannah. 
       But the getaway turns into something more lasting when Margaret Hurley, the cantankerous, sweater-set-wearing owner 
of the Sugar Maple Inn, offers Livvy a job. Broke and knowing that her days at the club are numbered, Livvy accepts. 
       Livvy moves with her larger-than-life, uberenthusiastic dog, Salty, into a sugarhouse on the inn’s property and begins 
creating her mouthwatering desserts for the residents of Guthrie. She soon uncovers the real reason she has been hired—to 
help Margaret reclaim the inn’s blue ribbon status at the annual county fair apple pie contest. 
        With the joys of a fragrant kitchen, the sound of banjos and fiddles being tuned in a barn, and the crisp scent of the 
orchard just outside the front door, Livvy soon finds herself immersed in small town life. 
       And when she meets Martin McCracken, the Guthrie native who has returned from Seattle to tend his ailing father, 
Livvy comes to understand that she may not be as alone in this world as she once thought. 
        But then another new arrival takes the community by surprise, and Livvy must decide whether to do what she does best 
and flee—or stay and finally discover what it means to belong. Olivia Rawlings may finally find out that the life you want may 
not be the one you expected—it could be even better.  

 
Daisy Jones & The Six by Taylor Jenkins Reid (8 copies + audiobook)  
Everyone knows Daisy Jones and The Six, but nobody knows the reason behind their split at the absolute height of their 
popularity … until now. 
 
Daisy is a girl coming of age in L.A. in the late sixties, sneaking into clubs on the Sunset Strip, sleeping with rock stars, and 
dreaming of singing at the Whisky a Go Go. The sex and drugs are thrilling, but it’s the rock ’n’ roll she loves most. By the time 
she’s twenty, her voice is getting noticed, and she has the kind of heedless beauty that makes people do crazy things. 
 
Also getting noticed is The Six, a band led by the brooding Billy Dunne. On the eve of their first tour, his girlfriend Camila finds 
out she’s pregnant, and with the pressure of impending fatherhood and fame, Billy goes a little wild on the road. Daisy and 
Billy cross paths when a producer realizes that the key to supercharged success is to put the two together. What happens next 
will become the stuff of legend. 
 

Daughter of Time by Josephine Tey (9 copies)  
"One of the best mysteries of all time" (The New York Times)—Josephine Tey recreates one of history’s most famous—and 
vicious—crimes in her classic bestselling novel, a must read for connoisseurs of fiction, now with a new introduction by Robert 
Barnard. 
      Inspector Alan Grant of Scotland Yard, recuperating from a broken leg, becomes fascinated with a contemporary portrait of 
Richard III that bears no resemblance to the Wicked Uncle of history. Could such a sensitive, noble face actually belong to one 
of the world’s most heinous villains—a venomous hunchback who may have killed his brother’s children to make his crown 
secure? Or could Richard have been the victim, turned into a monster by the usurpers of England’s throne? Grant determines 
to find out once and for all, with the help of the British Museum and an American scholar, what kind of man Richard 
Plantagenet really was and who killed the Little Princes in the Tower. 
     The Daughter of Time is an ingeniously plotted, beautifully written, and suspenseful tale, a supreme achievement from one 
of mystery writing’s most gifted masters. 
 

Day the World Came to Town by Jim Defede (9 copies + audiobook) 
When 38 jetliners bound for the United States were forced to land at Gander International Airport in Canada by the closing of 
U.S. airspace on September 11, the population of this small town on Newfoundland Island swelled from 10,300 to nearly 
17,000. The citizens of Gander met the stranded passengers with an overwhelming display of friendship and goodwill. As the 
passengers stepped from the airplanes, exhausted, hungry and distraught after being held on board for nearly 24 hours while 
security checked all of the baggage, they were greeted with a feast prepared by the townspeople. Local bus drivers who had 
been on strike came off the picket lines to transport the passengers to the various shelters set up in local schools and 
churches. Linens and toiletries were bought and donated. A middle school provided showers, as well as access to computers, 
email, and televisions, allowing the passengers to stay in touch with family and follow the news. 
 
Over the course of those four days, many of the passengers developed friendships with Gander residents that they expect to 
last a lifetime. As a show of thanks, scholarship funds for the children of Gander have been formed and donations have been 
made to provide new computers for the schools. This book recounts the inspiring story of the residents of Gander, Canada, 
whose acts of kindness have touched the lives of thousands of people and been an example of humanity and goodwill. 

 
Dust-Covered Days of Dorie Archer by Barbara Mohrman (8 copies) 
Dorie Archer’s carefree childhood days became filled with darkness—no fresh air, no sunshine, no rain, no work for the 
farmers, and no money. Dorie’s gripping story brings to life the everyday activities of a Nebraska girl and her family during the 
Dust Bowl as they struggled to survive the enormous challenges of one of the most trying times in Nebraska history. Excerpt: 
The wind began to swirl around them and pick up in intensity. The cloud cast a veil over them as thick as pea soup. Soon the 
sun was completely blotted out by its murkiness. The light had turned into total darkness that Sunday afternoon. Imprisoned 
within the swirling, blinding wind, the children could feel particles of dust blast their faces sharply as they frantically covered 
their mouths and eyes with their arms and hands. It was no use. The dust filled their mouths with grit and stung their eyes. It 



coated their teeth and tongue and caused them to cough, sputter, and struggle for air.  
  

Educated by Tara Westover (8 copies + audiobook, 2 book bags) 
Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, she 
prepared for the end of the world by stockpiling home-canned peaches and sleeping with her “head-for-the-hills” bag. In the 
summer she stewed herbs for her mother, a midwife and healer, and in the winter she salvaged metal in her father’s junkyard.  

Her father distrusted the medical establishment, so Tara never saw a doctor or nurse. Gashes and concussions, even 
burns from explosions, were all treated at home with herbalism. The family was so isolated from mainstream society that 
there was no one to ensure the children received an education, and no one to intervene when an older brother became 
violent. 

When another brother got himself into college and came back with news of the world beyond the mountain, Tara 
decided to try a new kind of life. She taught herself enough mathematics, grammar, and science to take the ACT and was 
admitted to Brigham Young University. 

There, she studied psychology, politics, philosophy, and history, learning for the first time about pivotal world events like 
the Holocaust and the Civil Rights Movement. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across 
continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a 
way home. 

Educated is an account of the struggle for self-invention. It is a tale of fierce family loyalty, and of the grief that comes 
from severing one’s closest ties.  
 

Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman (8 copies + audiobook, 2 book bags) 
No one’s ever told Eleanor that life should be better than fine.  
 
Meet Eleanor Oliphant: She struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to say exactly what she’s thinking. Nothing is 
missing in her carefully timetabled life of avoiding social interactions, where weekends are punctuated by frozen pizza, vodka, 
and phone chats with Mummy. But everything changes when Eleanor meets Raymond, the bumbling and deeply unhygienic IT 
guy from her office. When she and Raymond together save Sammy, an elderly gentleman who has fallen on the sidewalk, the 
three become the kinds of friends who rescue one another from the lives of isolation they have each been living. And it is 
Raymond’s big heart that will ultimately help Eleanor find the way to repair her own profoundly damaged one. 
 

Everything We Keep by Kerry Lonsdale (12 copies + audiobook) 

A luminous debut with unexpected twists, Everything We Keep explores the devastation of loss, the euphoria of finding love 
again, and the pulse-racing repercussions of discovering the truth about the ones we hold dear and the lengths they will go to 
protect us. 
     Sous chef Aimee Tierney has the perfect recipe for the perfect life: marry her childhood sweetheart, raise a family, and buy 
out her parents’ restaurant. But when her fiancé, James Donato, vanishes in a boating accident, her well-baked future is swept 
out to sea. Instead of walking down the aisle on their wedding day, Aimee is at James’s funeral—a funeral that leaves her 
more unsettled than at peace. 

As Aimee struggles to reconstruct her life, she delves deeper into James’s disappearance. What she uncovers is an 
ocean of secrets that make her question everything about the life they built together. And just below the surface is a truth 
that may set Aimee free…or shatter her forever. 

 

Five Days Left by Julie Lawson Timmer (9 copies) 
Mara Nichols is a successful lawyer, devoted wife, and adoptive mother who has received a life-shattering diagnosis. Scott 
Coffman, a middle school teacher, has been fostering an eight-year-old boy while the boy’s mother serves a jail sentence. Scott 
and Mara both have five days left until they must say good-bye to the ones they love the most. 
        Through their stories, Julie Lawson Timmer explores the individual limits of human endurance and the power of 
relationships, and shows that sometimes loving someone means holding on, and sometimes it means letting go.   

Four Blue Stars in the Window by Barbara Hohrman (9 copies) 
Fifty years ago, a young girl opened a cardboard box in her basement. Long forgotten, it contained her father’s World War II 
uniform, vintage photos, semaphore flags, and other WWII keepsakes. The box opened up a world of pain and joy to author 
Barbara Eymann Mohrman as she set out on a personal journey to trace her family history and inadvertently, unspoken 
Eymann family secrets. This is the story of hard-scrabble life in rural Oakdale, Nebraska (population 851) starting in the heyday 
of the 1920s. Chriss Eymann, a newly arrived Swiss immigrant and his wife, Hattie Mae, raised ten children on the Dust Bowl-
ravaged plains during the 1930s in the depths of the Great Depression. But their greatest sacrifice was yet to come—when 
they sent four young sons off to war in the South Pacific and Europe. The mother’s flag with its four blue stars proudly 
displayed the family’s precious contribution to the war effort. The story traces in detail and vintage photos from 1930 to 1947 
the anguish, danger, and their everlasting hope with some surprising family news that brings the story full circle.  
 

German Girl by Armando Lucas Correa (10 copies) 
A stunningly ambitious and beautiful novel, perfect for fans of The Nightingale, Schindler’s List, and All the Light We Cannot 
See, about twelve-year-old Hannah Rosenthal’s harrowing experience fleeing Nazi-occupied Germany with her family and best 
friend, only to discover that the overseas asylum they had been promised is an illusion. 
 
Before everything changed, young Hannah Rosenthal lived a charmed life. But now, in 1939, the streets of Berlin are draped 



with red, white, and black flags; her family’s fine possessions are hauled away; and they are no longer welcome in the places 
that once felt like home. Hannah and her best friend, Leo Martin, make a pact: whatever the future has in store for them, 
they’ll meet it together. Hope appears in the form of the SS St. Louis, a transatlantic liner offering Jews safe passage out of 
Germany. After a frantic search to obtain visas, the Rosenthals and the Martins depart on the luxurious ship bound for Havana. 
 
Life on board the St. Louis is like a surreal holiday for the refugees, with masquerade balls, exquisite meals, and polite, 
respectful service. But soon ominous rumors from Cuba undermine the passengers’ fragile sense of safety. From one day to 
the next, impossible choices are offered, unthinkable sacrifices are made, and the ship that once was their salvation seems 
likely to become their doom. Seven decades later in New York City, on her twelfth birthday, Anna Rosen receives a strange 
package from an unknown relative in Cuba, her great-aunt Hannah. Its contents will inspire Anna and her mother to travel to 
Havana to learn the truth about their family’s mysterious and tragic past, a quest that will help Anna understand her place and 
her purpose in the world. 
 
The German Girl sweeps from Berlin at the brink of the Second World War to Cuba on the cusp of revolution, to New York in 
the wake of September 11, before reaching its deeply moving conclusion in the tumult of present-day Havana. Based on a true 
story, this masterful novel gives voice to the joys and sorrows of generations of exiles, forever seeking a place called home.  

 
Ghost Boy by Martin Pistorius (8 copies + audiobook) 
January 1988. Martin Pistorius, aged twelve, fell inexplicably sick. First he lost his voice and stopped eating. Then he slept 

constantly and shunned human contact. Doctors were mystified. Within eighteen months he was mute and wheelchair-bound. 

Martin’s parents were told and unknown degenerative disease left him with the mind of a baby and less than two years to 

live. Martin was moved to care centers for severely disabled children. The stress and heartache shook his parents’ marriage 

and their family to the core. Their boy was gone. Or so they thought. “Ghost Boy” is the heart-wrenching story of one boy’s 

return to life through the power of love and faith. In these pages, readers see a parent’s resilience, the consequences of 

misdiagnosis, abuse at the hands of cruel caretakers, and the unthinkable duration of Martin’s mental alertness betrayed by 

his lifeless body. We also see a life reclaimed, a business created, and a new love kindled.  

Ginny Moon by Benjamin Ludwig (10 copies + audiobook)  
Meet Ginny Moon. She’s mostly your average teenager—she plays flute in the high school band, has weekly basketball 
practice, and reads Robert Frost poems in English class. 
      But Ginny is autistic. And so what’s important to her might seem a bit…different: starting every day with exactly nine grapes 
for breakfast, Michael Jackson, her baby doll, and crafting a secret plan of escape. After being traumatically taken from her 
abusive birth mother and moved around to different homes, Ginny has finally found her "forever home"—a safe place with 
parents who will love and nurture her. This is exactly what all foster kids are hoping for, right? 
     But Ginny has other plans. She’ll steal and lie and exploit the good intentions of those who love her—anything it takes to 
get back what’s missing in her life. She’ll even try to get herself kidnapped. Told in an extraordinary and wholly original voice, 
Ginny Moon is at once quirky, charming, heartbreaking, and poignant. It’s a story about being an outsider trying to find a place 
to belong and about making sense of a world that just doesn’t seem to add up. 
      Taking you into the mind of a curious and deeply human character, Benjamin Ludwig’s novel affirms that fiction has the 
power to change the way we see the world. 

Girl in the Ice by Robert Bryndza (8 copies) 

When a young boy discovers the body of a woman beneath a thick sheet of ice in a South London park, Detective Erika Foster 
is called in to lead the murder investigation. 
      The victim, a beautiful young socialite, appeared to have the perfect life. Yet when Erika begins to dig deeper, she starts to 
connect the dots between the murder and the killings of three prostitutes, all found strangled, hands bound and dumped in 
water around London. 
      What dark secrets is the girl in the ice hiding? As Erika inches closer to uncovering the truth, the killer is closing in on Erika. 
       The last investigation Erika led went badly wrong… resulting in the death of her husband. With her career hanging by a 
thread, Erika must now battle her own personal demons as well as a killer more deadly than any she’s faced before. But will 
she get to him before he strikes again? 

Girl Waits with Gun by Amy Stewart (8 copies + audiobook) 
An enthralling novel based on the forgotten true story of one of the nation’s first female deputy sheriffs. 
 
Constance Kopp doesn’t quite fit the mold. She towers over most men, has no interest in marriage or domestic affairs, and has 
been isolated from the world since a family secret sent her and her sisters into hiding fifteen years ago.  
 
One day a belligerent and powerful silk factory owner runs down their buggy, and a dispute over damages turns into a war of 
bricks, bullets, and threats as he unleashes his gang on their family farm. When the sheriff enlists her help in convicting the 
men, Constance is forced to confront her past and defend her family—and she does it in a way that few women of 1914 would 
have dared. 

 
 
 



Goldfinch by Donna Tartt (9 copies) 
Composed with the skills of a master, The Goldfinch is a haunted odyssey through present day America and a drama of 
enthralling force and acuity. 
       It begins with a boy. Theo Decker, a thirteen-year-old New Yorker, miraculously survives an accident that kills his mother. 
Abandoned by his father, Theo is taken in by the family of a wealthy friend. Bewildered by his strange new home on Park 
Avenue, disturbed by schoolmates who don't know how to talk to him, and tormented above all by his unbearable longing for 
his mother, he clings to one thing that reminds him of her: a small, mysteriously captivating painting that ultimately draws 
Theo into the underworld of art. 
       As an adult, Theo moves silkily between the drawing rooms of the rich and the dusty labyrinth of an antiques store where 
he works. He is alienated and in love—and at the center of a narrowing, ever more dangerous circle. 
        The Goldfinch is a novel of shocking narrative energy and power. It combines unforgettably vivid characters, mesmerizing 
language, and breathtaking suspense, while plumbing with a philosopher's calm the deepest mysteries of love, identity, and 
art. It's a beautiful, stay-up-all-night and tell-all-your-friends triumph, an old-fashioned story of loss and obsession, survival and 
self-invention, and the ruthless machinations of fate.  
  

Great Alone by Kristin Hannah (8 copies + audiobook, 2 book bags) 
Ernt Allbright, a former POW, comes home from the Vietnam War a changed and volatile man. When he loses yet another job, 
he makes an impulsive decision: he will move his family north, to Alaska, where they will live off the grid in America’s last true 
frontier. 

Thirteen-year-old Leni, a girl coming of age in a tumultuous time, caught in the riptide of her parents’ passionate, 
stormy  relationship, dares to hope that a new land will lead to a better future for her family. She is desperate for a place to 
belong. Her mother, Cora, will do anything and go anywhere for the man she loves, even if means following him into the 
unknown. 
  At first, Alaska seems to be the answer to their prayers. In a wild, remote corner of the state, they find a fiercely 
independent community of strong men and even stronger women. The long, sunlit days and the generosity of the locals make 
up for the Allbrights’ lack of preparation and dwindling resources. 
But as winter approaches and darkness descends on Alaska, Ernt’s fragile mental state deteriorates and the family begins to 
fracture. Soon the perils outside pale in comparison to threats from within. In their small cabin, covered in snow, blanketed in 
eighteen hours of night, Leni and her mother learn the terrible truth: they are on their own. In the wild, there is no one to 
save them but themselves. 
 

Half-Broke Horses by Jeannette Walls (8 copies + audiobook) 
"Those old cows knew trouble was coming before we did." So begins the story of Lily Casey Smith, in Jeannette Walls's 
magnificent, true-life novel based on her no-nonsense, resourceful, hard-working, and spectacularly compelling grandmother. 
By age six, Lily was helping her father break horses. At fifteen, she left home to teach in a frontier town — riding five hundred 
miles on her pony, all alone, to get to her job. She learned to drive a car and fly a plane, and, with her husband, ran a vast 
ranch in Arizona. She raised two children, one of whom is Jeannette's memorable mother, Rosemary Smith Walls, 
unforgettably portrayed in The Glass Castle. Lily survived tornadoes, droughts, floods, the Great Depression, and the most 
heartbreaking personal tragedy. She bristled at prejudice of all kinds — against women, Native Americans, and anyone else 
who didn't fit the mold. Half Broke Horses is Laura Ingalls Wilder for adults, as riveting and dramatic as Isak Dinesen's Out of 
Africa or Beryl Markham's West with the Night. It will transfix readers everywhere. 
  

Hate U Give by Angie Thomas (8 copies + audiobook) 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep 
school she attends. 
 
The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend 
Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. 
Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. 
Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family.  
 
What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. 
But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life.  

 
Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance (9 copies + audiobook) 
Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis—that of white working-class Americans. 
The decline of this group, a demographic of our country that has been slowly disintegrating over forty years, has been 
reported on with growing frequency and alarm, but has never before been written about as searingly from the inside. 
 
J. D. Vance tells the true story of what a social, regional, and class decline feels like when you were born with it hung around 
your neck. The Vance family story begins hopefully in postwar America. J. D.’s grandparents were "dirt poor and in love," and 
moved north from Kentucky’s Appalachia region to Ohio in the hopes of escaping the dreadful poverty around them. They 
raised a middle-class family, and eventually their grandchild (the author) would graduate from Yale Law School, a conventional 
marker of their success in achieving generational upward mobility. 
 
But as the family saga of Hillbilly Elegy plays out, we learn that this is only the short, superficial version. Vance’s grandparents, 



aunt, uncle, sister, and, most of all, his mother, struggled profoundly with the demands of their new middle-class life, and were 
never able to fully escape the legacy of abuse, alcoholism, poverty, and trauma so characteristic of their part of America. Vance 
piercingly shows how he himself still carries around the demons of their chaotic family history. A deeply moving memoir with 
its share of humor and vividly colorful figures, Hillbilly Elegy is the story of how upward mobility really feels. And it is an urgent 
and troubling meditation on the loss of the American dream for a large segment of this country. 
 

The Hours by Michael Cunningham (8 copies + audiobook) 

Passionate, profound, and deeply moving, The Hours tells the story of three women: Clarissa Vaughan, who one New York 
morning goes about planning a party in honor of a beloved friend; Laura Brown, who in a 1950s Los Angeles suburb slowly 
begins to feel the constraints of a perfect family and home; and Virginia Woolf, recuperating with her husband in a London 
suburb and beginning to write Mrs. Dalloway. By the end of the novel, the stories have intertwined, and finally come together 
in an act of subtle and haunting grace, demonstrating Michael Cunningham’s deep empathy for his characters as well as the 
extraordinary resonance of his language. 

In this remarkable book, Cunningham draws inventively on the life and work of Virginia Woolf to tell the story of a group 
of characters struggling with the conflicting claims of love and inheritance, life and death, creation and destruction. The novel 
moves along three separate but parallel stories, each focusing on the experiences of a particular woman during the course of 
one apparently unremarkable but in fact pivotal day. 

Clarissa Vaughan, a book editor in present-day Greenwich Village, is organizing a party for her oldest friend, Richard, an 
AIDS-stricken poet who has just won a major literary prize. Laura Brown, a young wife and mother in 1949 Los Angeles, cares 
for her toddler and prepares a birthday cake for her husband as she tries to resist increasing waves of panic and feelings of 
alienation from her humdrum yet demanding life. And Virginia Woolf herself, the third woman, works on her new novel, Mrs. 
Dalloway, chats with her husband and sister, bickers with her cook, and attempts to come to terms with her deep, 
ungovernable longings for escape and even for death. As the novel jump-cuts through the century, the lives and stories of the 
three women converge, stunningly and unexpectedly, the night of Clarissa's party for Richard.  
 

House at Riverton by Kate Morton (11 copies) 
Grace Bradley went to work at Riverton House as a servant when she was just a girl, before the First World War. For years her 
life was inextricably tied up with the Hartford family, most particularly the two daughters, Hannah and Emmeline. 
       In the summer of 1924, at a glittering society party held at the house, a young poet shot himself. The only witnesses were 
Hannah and Emmeline and only they—and Grace—know the truth. 
       In 1999, when Grace is ninety-eight years old and living out her last days in a nursing home, she is visited by a young 
director who is making a film about the events of that summer. She takes Grace back to Riverton House and reawakens her 
memories. Told in flashback, this is the story of Grace's youth during the last days of Edwardian aristocratic privilege shattered 
by war, of the vibrant twenties, and the changes she witnessed as an entire way of life vanished forever. 
       The novel is full of secrets—some revealed, others hidden forever, reminiscent of the romantic suspense of Daphne Du 
Maurier. It is also a meditation on memory, the devastation of war, and a beautifully rendered window into a fascinating time 
in history. 
 

Huntress by Kate Quinn (8 copies + audiobook) 
In the aftermath of war, the hunter becomes the hunted… 
 
Bold and fearless, Nina Markova always dreamed of flying. When the Nazis attack the Soviet Union, she risks everything to join 
the legendary Night Witches, an all-female night bomber regiment wreaking havoc on the invading Germans. When she is 
stranded behind enemy lines, Nina becomes the prey of a lethal Nazi murderess known as the Huntress, and only Nina’s 
bravery and cunning will keep her alive. 
 
Transformed by the horrors he witnessed from Omaha Beach to the Nuremberg Trials, British war correspondent Ian Graham 
has become a Nazi hunter. Yet one target eludes him: a vicious predator known as the Huntress. To find her, the fierce, 
disciplined investigator joins forces with the only witness to escape the Huntress alive: the brazen, cocksure Nina. But a shared 
secret could derail their mission unless Ian and Nina force themselves to confront it. 
 
Growing up in post-war Boston, seventeen-year-old Jordan McBride is determined to become a photographer. When her long-
widowed father unexpectedly comes homes with a new fiancée, Jordan is thrilled. But there is something disconcerting about 
the soft-spoken German widow. Certain that danger is lurking, Jordan begins to delve into her new stepmother’s past—only to 
discover that there are mysteries buried deep in her family… secrets that may threaten all Jordan holds dear. 
          

Husband’s Secret by Liane Moriarty (8 copies + audiobook) 
At the heart of The Husband’s Secret is a letter that’s not meant to be read: My darling Cecilia, if you’re reading this, then I’ve 
died. . . . 
       Imagine that your husband wrote you a letter, to be opened after his death. Imagine, too, that the letter contains his 
deepest, darkest secret—something with the potential to destroy not just the life you built together, but the lives of others as 
well. Imagine, then, that you stumble across that letter while your husband is still very much alive. 
       Cecilia Fitzpatrick has achieved it all—she’s an incredibly successful businesswoman, a pillar of her small community, and a 
devoted wife and mother. Her life is as orderly and spotless as her home. But that letter is about to change everything, and not 
just for her: Rachel and Tess barely know Cecilia—or each other—but they too are about to feel the earth-shattering 
repercussions of her husband’s secret. 



        

I’ll Be Gone in the Dark by Michelle McNamara (8 copies + audiobook) 
A masterful true crime account of the Golden State Killer—the elusive serial rapist turned murderer who terrorized California 
for over a decade—from Michelle McNamara, the gifted journalist who died tragically while investigating the case. 
 
For more than ten years, a mysterious and violent predator committed fifty sexual assaults in Northern California before 
moving south, where he perpetrated ten sadistic murders. Then he disappeared, eluding capture by multiple police forces and 
some of the best detectives in the area. Three decades later, Michelle McNamara, a true crime journalist who created the 
popular website TrueCrimeDiary.com, was determined to find the violent psychopath she called "the Golden State Killer." 
Michelle pored over police reports, interviewed victims, and embedded herself in the online communities that were as 
obsessed with the case as she was. 
 
At the time of the crimes, the Golden State Killer was between the ages of eighteen and thirty, Caucasian, and athletic—
capable of vaulting tall fences. He always wore a mask. After choosing a victim—he favored suburban couples—he often 
entered their home when no one was there, studying family pictures, mastering the layout. He attacked while they slept, using 
a flashlight to awaken and blind them. Though they could not recognize him, his victims recalled his voice: a guttural whisper 
through clenched teeth, abrupt and threatening. 
 

Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd (8 copies) 
Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston, yearns for life beyond the suffocating walls 
that enclose her within the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has known from an early age she is 
meant to do something large in the world, but she is hemmed in by the limits imposed on women. 
       Kidd’s sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah’s eleventh birthday, when she is given ownership of ten year old Handful, 
who is to be her handmaid. We follow their remarkable journeys over the next thirty five years, as both strive for a life of their 
own, dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and forming a complex relationship marked by guilt, defiance, estrangement 
and the uneasy ways of love. 
       As the stories build to a riveting climax, Handful will endure loss and sorrow, finding courage and a sense of self in the 
process. Sarah will experience crushed hopes, betrayal, unrequited love, and ostracism before leaving Charleston to find her 
place alongside her fearless younger sister, Angelina, as one of the early pioneers in the abolition and women’s rights 
movements. 
       Inspired by the historical figure of Sarah Grimke, Kidd goes beyond the record to flesh out the rich interior lives of all of her 
characters, both real and invented, including Handful’s cunning mother, Charlotte, who courts danger in her search for 
something better. 
 

Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann (10 copies + audiobook) 
In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage Indian Nation in Oklahoma. After oil was 
discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, and sent their children to study in 
Europe. Then, one by one, they began to be killed off. One Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, watched as her family was 
murdered. Her older sister was shot. Her mother was then slowly poisoned. And it was just the beginning, as more Osage 
began to die under mysterious circumstances. 
 
In this last remnant of the Wild West—where oilmen like J. P. Getty made their fortunes and where desperadoes such as Al 
Spencer, “the Phantom Terror,” roamed — virtually anyone who dared to investigate the killings were themselves murdered. 
As the death toll surpassed more than twenty-four Osage, the newly created F.B.I. took up the case, in what became one of the 
organization’s first major homicide investigations. But the bureau was then notoriously corrupt and initially bungled the case. 
Eventually the young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try unravel the mystery. 
White put together an undercover team, including one of the only Native American agents in the bureau. They infiltrated the 
region, struggling to adopt the latest modern techniques of detection. Together with the Osage they began to expose one of 
the most sinister conspiracies in American history. 
 
In Killers of the Flower Moon, David Grann revisits a shocking series of crimes in which dozens of people were murdered in cold 
blood. The book is a masterpiece of narrative nonfiction, as each step in the investigation reveals a series of sinister secrets 
and reversals. But more than that, it is a searing indictment of the callousness and prejudice toward Native Americans that 
allowed the murderers to operate with impunity for so long. Killers of the Flower Moon is utterly riveting, but also emotionally 
devastating. 

 
Know My Name by Chanel Miller (8 copies) 
She was known to the world as Emily Doe when she stunned millions with a letter. Brock Turner had been sentenced to just six 
months in county jail after he was found sexually assaulting her on Stanford’s campus. Her victim impact statement was posted 
on BuzzFeed, where it instantly went viral–viewed by eleven million people within four days, it was translated globally and 
read on the floor of Congress; it inspired changes in California law and the recall of the judge in the case. Thousands wrote to 
say that she had given them the courage to share their own experiences of assault for the first time. 
 
Now she reclaims her identity to tell her story of trauma, transcendence, and the power of words. It was the perfect case, in 
many ways–there were eyewitnesses, Turner ran away, physical evidence was immediately secured. But her struggles with 
isolation and shame during the aftermath and the trial reveal the oppression victims face in even the best-case scenarios. Her 



story illuminates a culture biased to protect perpetrators, indicts a criminal justice system designed to fail the most vulnerable, 
and, ultimately, shines with the courage required to move through suffering and live a full and beautiful life. 

 
Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult (10 copies) 
Throughout her blockbuster career, #1 New York Timesbestselling author Jodi Picoult has seamlessly blended nuanced 
characters, riveting plots, and rich prose, brilliantly creating stories that “not only provoke the mind but touch the flawed souls 
in all of us” (The Boston Globe). Now, in her highly anticipated new book, she has delivered her most affecting novel yet—and 
one unlike anything she’s written before. 
       For more than a decade, Jenna Metcalf has never stopped thinking about her mother, Alice, who mysteriously disappeared 
in the wake of a tragic accident. Refusing to believe that she would be abandoned as a young child, Jenna searches for her 
mother regularly online and pores over the pages of Alice’s old journals. A scientist who studied grief among elephants, Alice 
wrote mostly of her research among the animals she loved, yet Jenna hopes the entries will provide a clue to her mother’s 
whereabouts. 
       Desperate to find the truth, Jenna enlists two unlikely allies in her quest. The first is Serenity Jones, a psychic who rose to 
fame finding missing persons—only to later doubt her gifts. The second is Virgil Stanhope, a jaded private detective who 
originally investigated Alice’s case along with the strange, possibly linked death of one of her colleagues. As the three work 
together to uncover what happened to Alice, they realize that in asking hard questions, they’ll have to face even harder 
answers. 
       As Jenna’s memories dovetail with the events in her mother’s journals, the story races to a mesmerizing finish. A deeply 
moving, gripping, and intelligent page-turner, Leaving Time is Jodi Picoult at the height of her powers. 
   

Library Book by Susan Orlean (8 copies + audiobook) 
On the morning of April 29, 1986, a fire alarm sounded in the Los Angeles Public Library. As the moments passed, patrons and 
staff outside of the building realized this was not the usual fire alarm. As one fireman recounted, “Once that first stack got 
going, it was ‘Goodbye, Charlie.’” The fire was disastrous, reaching 2000 degrees and burning for more than seven hours. It 
consumed four hundred thousand books and damaged seven hundred thousand more. More than thirty years later, the 
mystery remains: Did someone purposefully set fire to the library—and if so, who? 
 
Susan Orlean chronicles the LAPL fire and its aftermath to showcase the larger, crucial role that libraries play in our lives; 
delves into the evolution of libraries across the country and around the world, from their humble beginnings as a metropolitan 
charitable initiative to their current status as a cornerstone of national identity; brings each department of the library to vivid 
life through on-the-ground reporting; studies arson and attempts to burn a copy of a book herself; reflects on her own 
experiences in libraries; and reexamines the case of Harry Peak, the blond-haired actor long suspected of setting fire to the 
LAPL more than thirty years ago. 
 
Along the way, Orlean introduces us to an unforgettable cast of characters from libraries past and present—from Mary Foy, 
who in 1880 at eighteen years old was named the head of the Los Angeles Public Library at a time when men still dominated 
the role, to Dr. C.J.K. Jones, a pastor, citrus farmer, and polymath known as “The Human Encyclopedia” who roamed the library 
dispensing information; from Charles Lummis, a wildly eccentric journalist and adventurer who was determined to make the 
L.A. library one of the best in the world, to the current staff, who do heroic work every day to ensure that their institution 
remains a vital part of the city it serves. 

 
Life We Bury by Allen Eskens (9 copies + audiobook) 
College student Joe Talbert has the modest goal of completing a writing assignment for an English class. His task is to interview 
a stranger and write a brief biography of the person. With deadlines looming, Joe heads to a nearby nursing home to find a 
willing subject. There he meets Carl Iverson, and soon nothing in Joe's life is ever the same. 
       Carl is a dying Vietnam veteran—and a convicted murderer. With only a few months to live, he has been medically paroled 
to a nursing home, after spending thirty years in prison for the crimes of rape and murder. 
       As Joe writes about Carl's life, especially Carl's valor in Vietnam, he cannot reconcile the heroism of the soldier with the 
despicable acts of the convict. Joe, along with his skeptical female neighbor, throws himself into uncovering the truth, but he is 
hamstrung in his efforts by having to deal with his dangerously dysfunctional mother, the guilt of leaving his autistic brother 
vulnerable, and a haunting childhood memory.  
       Thread by thread, Joe unravels the tapestry of Carl’s conviction. But as he and Lila dig deeper into the circumstances of the 
crime, the stakes grow higher. Will Joe discover the truth before it’s too late to escape the fallout.   
  

Light Between the Oceans by M.I. Stedman (8 copies + audiobook) 
After four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom Sherbourne returns to Australia and takes a job as the lighthouse keeper 
on Janus Rock, nearly half a day’s journey from the coast. To this isolated island, where the supply boat comes once a season, 
Tom brings a young, bold, and loving wife, Isabel. Years later, after two miscarriages and one stillbirth, the grieving Isabel hears 
a baby’s cries on the wind. A boat has washed up onshore carrying a dead man and a living baby. 
       Tom, who keeps meticulous records and whose moral principles have withstood a horrific war, wants to report the man 
and infant immediately. But Isabel insists the baby is a “gift from God,” and against Tom’s judgment, they claim her as their 
own and name her Lucy. When she is two, Tom and Isabel return to the mainland and are reminded that there are other 
people in the world. Their choice has devastated one of them.   

 
 



Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly (8 copies + audiobook, 2 book bags) 
For readers of The Nightingale and Sarah’s Key, inspired by the life of a real World War II heroine, this powerful debut novel 
reveals an incredible story of love, redemption, and terrible secrets that were hidden for decades. 
      New York socialite Caroline Ferriday has her hands full with her post at the French consulate and a new love on the horizon. 
But Caroline’s world is forever changed when Hitler’s army invades Poland in September 1939—and then sets its sights on 
France. 
      An ocean away from Caroline, Kasia Kuzmerick, a Polish teenager, senses her carefree youth disappearing as she is drawn 
deeper into her role as courier for the underground resistance movement. In a tense atmosphere of watchful eyes and 
suspecting neighbors, one false move can have dire consequences. 
      For the ambitious young German doctor, Herta Oberheuser, an ad for a government medical position seems her ticket out 
of a desolate life. Once hired, though, she finds herself trapped in a male-dominated realm of Nazi secrets and power. 
      The lives of these three women are set on a collision course when the unthinkable happens and Kasia is sent to 
Ravensbrück, the notorious Nazi concentration camp for women. Their stories cross continents—from New York to Paris, 
Germany, and Poland—as Caroline and Kasia strive to bring justice to those whom history has forgotten. 
      In Lilac Girls, Martha Hall Kelly has crafted a remarkable novel of unsung women and their quest for love, freedom, and 
second chances. It is a story that will keep readers bonded with the characters, searching for the truth, until the final pages. 
 

Line Between by Tosca Lee (8 copies + audiobook) 
When Wynter Roth is turned out of New Earth, a self-contained doomsday cult on the American prairie, she emerges into a 
world poised on the brink of madness as a mysterious outbreak of rapid early onset dementia spreads across the nation. 
 
As Wynter struggles to start over in a world she’s been taught to regard as evil, she finds herself face-to-face with the 
apocalypse she’s feared all her life—until the night her sister shows up at her doorstep with a set of medical samples. That 
night, Wynter learns there’s something far more sinister at play and that these samples are key to understanding the disease. 
 
Now, as the power grid fails and the nation descends into chaos, Wynter must find a way to get the samples to a lab in 
Colorado. Uncertain who to trust, she takes up with former military man Chase Miller, who has his own reasons for wanting to 
get close to the samples in her possession, and to Wynter herself. 

 
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng (8 copies + audiobook, 2 book bags) 
In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is meticulously planned – from the layout of the 
winding roads, to the colours of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And no one embodies this 
spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding principle is playing by the rules. 
 
Enter Mia Warren – an enigmatic artist and single mother – who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her teenage daughter Pearl, 
and rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than just tenants: all four Richardson children are 
drawn to the alluring mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past, and a disregard for the rules that 
threatens to upend this carefully ordered community. 
 
When the Richardsons' friends attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts that dramatically divides 
the town and puts Mia and Mrs. Richardson on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Mrs. Richardson becomes 
determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will come at unexpected and devastating costs to her own 
family – and Mia's. 

 
Little Pretty Things by Lori Rader-day (8 copies) 
Juliet Townsend is used to losing. Back in high school, she lost every track team race to her best friend, Madeleine Bell. Ten 
years later, she’s still running behind, stuck in a dead-end job cleaning rooms at the Mid-Night Inn, a one-star motel that 
attracts only the cheap or the desperate. But what life won’t provide, Juliet takes.  
       Then one night, Maddy checks in. Well-dressed, flashing a huge diamond ring, and as beautiful as ever, Maddy has it all. By 
the next morning, though, Juliet is no longer jealous of Maddy—she’s the chief suspect in her murder. 
       To protect herself, Juliet investigates the circumstances of her friend’s death. But what she learns about Maddy’s life might 
cost Juliet everything she didn’t realize she had.  

 
Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman (10 copies + audiobook) 
In this bestselling and delightfully quirky debut novel from Sweden, a grumpy yet loveable man finds his solitary world turned 
on its head when a boisterous young family moves in next door. 
       Meet Ove. He’s a curmudgeon—the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars caught outside 
his bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People call him “the bitter neighbor from 
hell.” But must Ove be bitter just because he doesn’t walk around with a smile plastered to his face all the time? 
       Behind the cranky exterior there is a story and a sadness. So when one November morning a chatty young couple with two 
chatty young daughters move in next door and accidentally flatten Ove’s mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical and 
heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul. All of which will change 
one cranky old man and a local residents’ association to their very foundations. 
       A feel-good story in the spirit of The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry and Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand, Fredrik Backman’s 
novel about the angry old man next door is a thoughtful and charming exploration of the profound impact one life has on 
countless others.  



  

Manitou Canyon by William Kent Krueger (9 copies + audiobook) 
“One of today's automatic buy-today-read-tonight series...thoughtful but suspenseful, fast but lasting, contemporary but 
strangely timeless.” (Lee Child) In the extraordinary new Cork O’Connor thriller from New York Times bestselling and Edgar 
Award–winning author William Kent Krueger, the lives of hundreds of innocent people are at stake when Cork vanishes just 
days before his daughter’s wedding. 
      Since the violent deaths of his wife, father, and best friend all occurred in previous Novembers, Cork O’Connor has always 
considered it to be the cruelest of months. Yet, his daughter has chosen this dismal time of year in which to marry, and Cork is 
understandably uneasy. 
      His concern comes to a head when a man camping in Minnesota’s Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness goes missing. 
As the official search ends with no recovery in sight, Cork is asked by the man’s family to stay on the case. Although the 
wedding is fast approaching and the weather looks threatening, he accepts and returns to that vast wilderness on his own. 
      As the sky darkens and the days pass, Cork’s family anxiously awaits his return. Finally certain that something has gone 
terribly wrong, they fly by floatplane to the lake where the missing man was last seen. Locating Cork’s campsite, they find no 
sign of their father. They do find blood, however. A lot of it. 
      With an early winter storm on the horizon, it’s a race against time as Cork’s family struggles to uncover the mystery behind 
these disappearances. Little do they know, not only is Cork’s life on the line, but so are the lives of hundreds of others. 
      A taut, suspenseful thriller, Manitou Canyon features everything readers love in a Cork O’Connor novel: a dramatic 
Northwoods setting, an intriguing view of the Objibwe culture, an enigmatic crime, masterful storytelling, and more than a few 
surprises. 
 

Marriage Lie by Kimberly Belle (8 copies + audiobook) 

Iris and Will have been married for seven years, and life is as close to perfect as it can be. But on the morning Will flies out for 
a business trip to Florida, Iris's happy world comes to an abrupt halt: another plane headed for Seattle has crashed into a field, 
killing everyone on board and, according to the airline, Will was one of the passengers.  
      Grief stricken and confused, Iris is convinced it all must be a huge misunderstanding. Why did Will lie about where he was 
going? And what else has he lied about? As Iris sets off on a desperate quest to uncover what her husband was keeping from 
her, the answers she finds shock her to her very core. 

 
Meaning of Names by Karen Shoemaker (9 copies) - 2016 One Book, One Nebraska 
Stuart, Nebraska is a long way from the battlefields of Western Europe, but it is not immune to the horrors of the first Great 
War for Peace. Like all communities, it has lost sons and daughters to the fighting, with many more giving themselves over to 
the hatred only war can engender. 
       Set in 1918 in the farm country at the heart of America, The Meaning of Names is the story of an ordinary woman trying to 
raise a family during extraordinary times. Estranged from her parents because she married against their will, confronted with 
violence and prejudice against her people, and caught up in the midst of the worst plague the world has ever seen, Gerda 
Vogel, an American of German descent, must find the strength to keep her family safe from the effects of a war that threatens 
to consume the whole world. 
 

Measure of a Man by Martin Greenfield (9 copies + audiobook) 
He’s been called “America’s greatest living tailor” and “the most interesting man in the world.” Now, for the first time, 
Holocaust-survivor Martin Greenfield tells his whole, incredible life story. Taken from his Czechoslovakian home at age fifteen 
and transported to the Nazi concentration camp at Auschwitz with his family, Greenfield came face-to-face with “Angel of 
Death” Dr. Joseph Mengele and was divided forever from his parents, sisters, and baby brother.  

In haunting, powerful prose, Greenfield remembers his desperation and fear as a teenager alone in the death camp–and how 
an impulsive decision to steal an SS soldier’s shirt dramatically altered the course of his life. He learned how to sew; and when 
he began wearing the shirt under his prisoner uniform, he learned that clothes possess great power and could even help save 
his life. Measure of a Man is the story of a man who suffered unimaginable horror and emerged with a dream of success. 
From sweeping floors at a New York clothing factory to founding America’s premier handmade suit company, Greenfield built 
a fashion empire. Now 86-years-old and working with his sons, Greenfield has dressed the famous and powerful of D.C. and 
Hollywood, including Presidents Dwight Eisenhower, Bill Clinton, and Barack Obama and celebrities Paul Newman, Martin 
Scorsese, Leonardo DiCaprio, and Jimmy Fallon. 

Written with soul-baring honesty and, at times, a wry sense of humor, Measure of a Man is a memoir unlike any other–one 
that will inspire hope and renew faith in the resilience of man. 
 

 Mennonite in a Little Black Dress by Rhoda Janzen (8 copies + audiobook) 
Not long after Rhoda Janzen turned forty, her world turned upside down. It was bad enough that her husband of fifteen years 
left her for Bob, a guy he met on Gay.com, but that same week a car accident left her injured. Needing a place to rest and pick 
up the pieces of her life, Rhoda packed her bags, crossed the country, and returned to her quirky Mennonite family's home, 
where she was welcomed back with open arms and offbeat advice. (Rhoda's good-natured mother suggested she get over her 
heartbreak by dating her first cousin—he owned a tractor, see.) 
       Written with wry humor and huge personality—and tackling faith, love, family, and aging—Mennonite in a Little Black 
Dress is an immensely moving memoir of healing, certain to touch anyone who has ever had to look homeward in order to 
move ahead. 



  

Mercy Falls by William Kent Krueger (12 copies + audiobook) 
Back in the saddle as sheriff of Tamarack County, Cork O'Connor is lured to the nearby Ojibwe reservation on what appears to 
be a routine call -- only to become the target of sniper fire. Soon after, he's called to investigate a mutilated body found 
perched above the raging waters of Mercy Falls. The victim is Eddie Jacoby, a Chicago businessman negotiating an unpopular 
contract between his management firm and the local Indian casino.  
       Sparks fly when the wealthy Jacoby family hires a beautiful private investigator to consult on the case. But once Cork 
discovers an old and passionate tie between one of the Jacoby sons and his own wife, Jo, he begins to suspect that dark, 
personal motives lurk behind recent events. Murder, greed, sex, and jealousy hide around every corner in this maze of danger. 
But somewhere beneath the turbulent Mercy Falls lies the truth -- and Cork is determined to find it.  

 
Midnight at the Blackbird Café by Heather Webber (8 copies + audiobook, 2 book bags)  
Nestled in the mountain shadows of Alabama lies the little town of Wicklow. It is here that Anna Kate has returned to bury her 
beloved Granny Zee, owner of the Blackbird Café. 
 
It was supposed to be a quick trip to close the café and settle her grandmother’s estate, but despite her best intentions to 
avoid forming ties or even getting to know her father’s side of the family, Anna Kate finds herself inexplicably drawn to the 
quirky Southern town her mother ran away from so many years ago, and the mysterious blackbird pie everybody can’t stop 
talking about. 
 
As the truth about her past slowly becomes clear, Anna Kate will need to decide if this lone blackbird will finally be able to take 
her broken wings and fly. 

 
Miller’s Valley by Anna Quindlen (8 copies + audiobook)  
In a small town on the verge of big change, a young woman unearths deep secrets about her family and unexpected truths 
about herself. For generations the Millers have lived in Miller’s Valley. Mimi Miller tells about her life with intimacy and 
honesty. As Mimi eavesdrops on her parents and quietly observes the people around her, she discovers more and more about 
the toxicity of family secrets, the dangers of gossip, the flaws of marriage, the inequalities of friendship and the risks of 
passion, loyalty, and love.  
      Home, as Mimi begins to realize, can be “a place where it’s just as easy to feel lost as it is to feel content.” 
Miller’s Valley is a masterly study of family, memory, loss, and, ultimately, discovery, of finding true identity and a new vision of 
home. As Mimi says, “No one ever leaves the town where they grew up, even if they go.” Miller’s Valley reminds us that the 
place where you grew up can disappear, and the people in it too, but all will live on in your heart forever. 

 
Moment of Lift by Melinda Gates (8 copies + audiobook) 
For the last twenty years, Melinda Gates has been on a mission. Her goal, as co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
has been to find solutions for people with the most urgent needs, wherever they live. Throughout this journey, one thing has 
become increasingly clear to her: If you want to lift a society up, invest in women. 
 
In this candid and inspiring book, Gates traces her awakening to the link between women's empowerment and the health of 
societies. She shows some of the tremendous opportunities that exist right now to “turbo-charge" change. And she provides 
simple and effective ways each one of us can make a difference. 
 
Convinced that all women should be free to decide whether and when to have children, Gates took her first step onto the 
global stage to make a stand for family planning. That step launched her into further efforts: to ensure women everywhere 
have access to every kind of job; to encourage men around the globe to share equally in the burdens of household work; to 
advocate for paid family leave for everyone; to eliminate gender bias in all its forms. Throughout, Gates introduces us to her 
heroes in the movement towards equality, offers startling data, shares moving conversations she's had with women from all 
over the world—and shows how we can all get involved. 
 
A personal statement of passionate conviction, this book tells of Gates' journey from a partner working behind the scenes to 
one of the world's foremost advocates for women, driven by the belief that no one should be excluded, all lives have equal 
value, and gender equity is the lever that lifts everything. 
  

Mudbound by Hillary Jordan (8 copies + audiobook) 

A gripping and exquisitely rendered story of forbidden love, betrayal, and murder, set against the brutality of the Jim Crow 
South. 

When Henry McAllan moves his city-bred wife, Laura, to a cotton farm in the Mississippi Delta in 1946, she finds herself 
in a place both foreign and frightening. Laura does not share Henry's love of rural life, and she struggles to raise their two 
young children in an isolated shotgun shack with no indoor plumbing or electricity, all the while under the eye of her hateful, 
racist father-in-law. When it rains, the waters rise up and swallow the bridge to town, stranding the family in a sea of mud. 

As the McAllans are being tested in every way, two celebrated soldiers of World War II return home to help work the 
farm. Jamie McAllan is everything his older brother Henry is not: charming, handsome, and sensitive to Laura's plight, but also 
haunted by his memories of combat. Ronsel Jackson, eldest son of the black sharecroppers who live on the McAllan farm, 
comes home from fighting the Nazis with the shine of a war hero, only to face far more personal—and dangerous—battles 
against the ingrained bigotry of his own countrymen. It is the unlikely friendship of these two brothers-in-arms, and the 



passions they arouse in others, that drive this powerful debut novel. Mudbound reveals how everyone becomes a player in a 
tragedy on the grandest scale, even as they strive for love and honor. 

Jordan's indelible portrayal of two families caught up in the blind hatred of a small Southern town earned the 
prestigious Bellwether Prize for Fiction, awarded biennially to a first literary novel that addresses issues of social injustice. 
  

Nebraska POW Camps by Melissa Amateis Marsh (8 copies) 
During World War II, thousands of Axis prisoners of war were held throughout Nebraska in base camps that included Fort 
Robinson, Camp Scottsbluff and Camp Atlanta. Many Nebraskans did not view the POWs as "evil Nazis." To them, they were 
ordinary men and very human. And while their stay was not entirely free from conflict, many former captives returned to the 
Cornhusker State to begin new lives after the cessation of hostilities. Drawing on first-person accounts from soldiers, former 
POWs and Nebraska residents, as well as archival research, Melissa Marsh delves into the neglected history of Nebraska's POW 
camps.  

 
News of the World by Paulette Jiles (10 copies + audiobook) 
It is 1870 and Captain Jefferson Kyle Kidd travels through northern Texas, giving live readings to paying audiences hungry for 
news of the world. An elderly widower who has lived through three wars and fought in two of them, the captain enjoys his 
rootless, solitary existence. 
      In Wichita Falls, he is offered a $50 gold piece to deliver a young orphan to her relatives in San Antonio. Four years earlier, a 
band of Kiowa raiders killed Johanna’s parents and sister; sparing the little girl, they raised her as one of their own. Recently 
rescued by the U.S. army, the ten-year-old has once again been torn away from the only home she knows. Their 400-mile 
journey south through unsettled territory and unforgiving terrain proves difficult and at times dangerous. Johanna has 
forgotten the English language, tries to escape at every opportunity, throws away her shoes, and refuses to act “civilized. 
      Yet as the miles pass, the two lonely survivors tentatively begin to trust each other, forging a bond that marks the 
difference between life and death in this treacherous land. 
      Arriving in San Antonio, the reunion is neither happy nor welcome. The captain must hand Johanna over to an aunt and 
uncle she does not remember—strangers who regard her as an unwanted burden. A respectable man, Captain Kidd is faced 
with a terrible choice: abandon the girl to her fate or become—in the eyes of the law—a kidnapper himself. Exquisitely 
rendered and morally complex, News of the World is a brilliant work of historical fiction that explores the boundaries of family, 
responsibility, honor, and trust. 
 

Nightingale by Kristin Hannah (8 copies + audiobook) 
In love we find out who we want to be. In war we find out who we are. 
FRANCE, 1939 
In the quiet village of Carriveau, Vianne Mauriac says goodbye to her husband, Antoine, as he heads for the Front. She doesn’t 
believe that the Nazis will invade France...but invade they do, in droves of marching soldiers, in caravans of trucks and tanks, in 
planes that fill the skies and drop bombs upon the innocent.  
       When a German captain requisitions Vianne’s home, she and her daughter must live with the enemy or lose everything. 
Without food or money or hope, as danger escalates all around them, she is forced to make one impossible choice after 
another to keep her family alive. 
       Vianne’s sister, Isabelle, is a rebellious eighteen-year-old girl, searching for purpose with all the reckless passion of youth. 
While thousands of Parisians march into the unknown terrors of war, she meets Gäetan, a partisan who believes the French 
can fight the Nazis from within France, and she falls in love as only the young can...completely. But when he betrays her, 
Isabelle joins the Resistance and never looks back, risking her life time and again to save others. 
       With courage, grace and powerful insight, bestselling author Kristin Hannah captures the epic panorama of WWII and 
illuminates an intimate part of history seldom seen: the women’s war. 
       The Nightingale tells the stories of two sisters, separated by years and experience, by ideals, passion and circumstance, 
each embarking on her own dangerous path toward survival, love, and freedom in German-occupied, war-torn France—a 
heartbreakingly beautiful novel that celebrates the resilience of the human spirit and the durability of women. It is a novel for 
everyone, a novel for a lifetime.  
   

Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger (11 copies + audiobook) 
That was it. That was all of it. A grace so ordinary there was no reason at all to remember it. Yet I have never across the forty 
years since it was spoken forgotten a single word. 
       New Bremen, Minnesota, 1961. The Twins were playing their debut season, ice-cold root beers were selling out at the soda 
counter of Halderson’s Drugstore, and Hot Stuff comic books were a mainstay on every barbershop magazine rack. It was a 
time of innocence and hope for a country with a new, young president. But for thirteen-year-old Frank Drum it was a grim 
summer in which death visited frequently and assumed many forms. Accident. Nature. Suicide. Murder. 
       Frank begins the season preoccupied with the concerns of any teenage boy, but when tragedy unexpectedly strikes his 
family—which includes his Methodist minister father; his passionate, artistic mother; Juilliard-bound older sister; and wise-
beyond-his-years kid brother—he finds himself thrust into an adult world full of secrets, lies, adultery, and betrayal, suddenly 
called upon to demonstrate a maturity and gumption beyond his years. 
       Told from Frank’s perspective forty years after that fateful summer, Ordinary Grace is a brilliantly moving account of a boy 
standing at the door of his young manhood, trying to understand a world that seems to be falling apart around him. It is an 
unforgettable novel about discovering the terrible price of wisdom and the enduring grace of God.  
  

 



Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline (8 copies) 
Between 1854 and 1929, so-called orphan trains ran regularly from the cities of the East Coast to the farmlands of the 
Midwest, carrying thousands of abandoned children whose fates would be determined by pure luck. Would they be adopted 
by a kind and loving family, or would they face a childhood and adolescence of hard labor and servitude? 
       As a young Irish immigrant, Vivian Daly was one such child, sent by rail from New York City to an uncertain future a world 
away. Returning east later in life, Vivian leads a quiet, peaceful existence on the coast of Maine, the memories of her 
upbringing rendered a hazy blur. But in her attic, hidden in trunks, are vestiges of a turbulent past. 
       Seventeen-year-old Molly Ayer knows that a community-service position helping an elderly widow clean out her attic is the 
only thing keeping her out of juvenile hall. But as Molly helps Vivian sort through her keepsakes and possessions, she discovers 
that she and Vivian aren't as different as they appear. A Penobscot Indian who has spent her youth in and out of foster homes, 
Molly is also an outsider being raised by strangers, and she, too, has unanswered questions about the past. 
       Moving between contemporary Maine and Depression-era Minnesota, Orphan Train is a powerful tale of upheaval and 
resilience, second chances, and unexpected friendship.  
  

Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore (9 copies) 
Two kids with the same name were born blocks apart in the same decaying city within a year of each other. One grew up to be 
a Rhodes Scholar, army officer, White House Fellow, and business leader. The other is serving a life sentence in prison. Here is 
the story of two boys and the journey of a generation. 
 
In December of 2000, the Baltimore Sun ran a small piece about Wes Moore, a local student who had just received a Rhodes 
Scholarship. The same paper ran a huge story about four young men who had killed a police officer in a spectacularly botched 
armed robbery. The police were still hunting for two of the suspects who had gone on the lam, a pair of brothers. One of their 
names was Wes Moore. Wes Moore, the Rhodes Scholar, became obsessed with the story of this man he’d never met but who 
shared much more than space in the same newspaper.  Both had grown up in similar neighborhoods and had had difficult 
childhoods. 
 
After following the story of the robbery, the manhunt, and the trial to its conclusion, he finally he wrote a letter to the other 
Wes, now a convicted murderer serving a life sentence without possibility of parole.  His letter tentatively asked the questions 
that had been haunting Wes: Who are you? Where did it go wrong for you? How did this happen?  
That letter led to a correspondence and deepening relationship that has lasted for several years. Over dozens of letters and 
prison visits, Wes discovered that the other Wes had had a life not unlike his own: they were both fatherless, were both in and 
out of school; they’d hung out on similar corners with similar crews, and had run into trouble with the police. And they had 
both felt a desire for something better for themselves and their families—and the sense that something better was always just 
out of reach. At each stage of their young lives, they came across similar moments of decision that would alter their fates. Told 
in alternating dramatic narratives that take readers from heart wrenching losses to moments of surprising redemption, The 
Other Wes Moore tells the story of a generation of boys trying to find their way in a hostile world. 
 

Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard (9 copies + audiobook) 
Mare Barrow’s world is divided by blood—those with common, Red blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with 
superhuman abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by as a thief in a poor, rural village, until a twist of fate throws her in front of the 
Silver court. There, before the king, princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she has an ability of her own. 
      To cover up this impossibility, the king forces her to play the role of a lost Silver princess, and betroths her to one of his 
own sons. As Mare is drawn further into the Silver world, she risks everything and uses her new position to help the Scarlet 
Guard—a growing Red rebellion—even as her heart tugs her in an impossible direction. One wrong move can lead to her 
death, but in the dangerous game she plays the only certainty is betrayal. 
      This sweeping story of palace intrigue, class hierarchy, and deception will keep readers hurtling along, desperate to find 
out Mare’s fate. Her honesty and determination, quick wit, and no-holds-barred attitude will surely make readers fall in love 
with her. 

 
Red Rising by Pierce Brown (8 copies + audiobook) 
Darrow is a Red, a member of the lowest caste in the color-coded society of the future. Like his fellow Reds, he works all day, 
believing that he and his people are making the surface of Mars livable for future generations. 
 
Yet he spends his life willingly, knowing that his blood and sweat will one day result in a better world for his children. But 
Darrow and his kind have been betrayed. Soon he discovers that humanity already reached the surface generations ago. Vast 
cities and sprawling parks spread across the planet. Darrow—and Reds like him—are nothing more than slaves to a decadent 
ruling class. 
 
Inspired by a longing for justice, and driven by the memory of lost love, Darrow sacrifices everything to infiltrate the legendary 
Institute, a proving ground for the dominant Gold caste, where the next generation of humanity's overlords struggle for power. 
He will be forced to compete for his life and the very future of civilization against the best and most brutal of Society's ruling 
class. There, he will stop at nothing to bring down his enemies... even if it means he has to become one of them to do so. 

 
 
 
 



Rent Collector by Camron Wright (8 copies) 
Survival for Ki Lim and Sang Ly is a daily battle at Stung Meanchey, the largest municipal waste dump in all of Cambodia. They 
make their living scavenging recyclables from the trash. Life would be hard enough without the worry for their chronically ill 
child, Nisay, and the added expense of medicines that are not working. 
 
Just when things seem worst, Sang Ly learns a secret about the ill-tempered woman they call "the rent collector" who comes 
demanding money—a secret that dates back to the Khmer Rouge and sets in motion a tide that will change the life of 
everyone it sweeps past. 
 

Rescue Board by Rebecca Erbelding (8 copies) 
For more than a decade, a harsh Congressional immigration policy kept most Jewish refugees out of America, even as Hitler 
and the Nazis closed in. In 1944, the United States finally acted. That year, Franklin D. Roosevelt created the War Refugee 
Board, and put a young Treasury lawyer named John Pehle in charge. 
 
Over the next twenty months, Pehle pulled together a team of D.C. pencil pushers, international relief workers, smugglers, 
diplomats, millionaires, and rabble-rousers to run operations across four continents and a dozen countries. Together, they 
tricked the Nazis, forged identity papers, maneuvered food and medicine into concentration camps, recruited spies, leaked 
news stories, laundered money, negotiated ransoms, and funneled millions of dollars into Europe. They bought weapons for 
the French Resistance and sliced red tape to allow Jewish refugees to escape to Palestine. In this remarkable work of historical 
reclamation, Holocaust historian Rebecca Erbelding pieces together years of research and newly uncovered archival materials 
to tell the dramatic story of America's little-known efforts to save the Jews of Europe. 

 
Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion (11 copies) 
Meet Don Tillman, a brilliant yet socially challenged professor of genetics, who’s decided it’s time he found a wife. And so, in 
the orderly, evidence-based manner with which Don approaches all things, he designs the Wife Project to find his perfect 
partner: a sixteen-page, scientifically valid survey to filter out the drinkers, the smokers, the late arrivers. 
       Rosie Jarman is all these things. She also is strangely beguiling, fiery, and intelligent. And while Don quickly disqualifies her 
as a candidate for the Wife Project, as a DNA expert Don is particularly suited to help Rosie on her own quest: identifying her 
biological father.  
       When an unlikely relationship develops as they collaborate on the Father Project, Don is forced to confront the 
spontaneous whirlwind that is Rosie—and the realization that, despite your best scientific efforts, you don’t find love, it finds 
you. 
  

Sharp Objects by Gillian Flynn (10 copies + audiobook) 
Fresh from a brief stay at a psych hospital, reporter Camille Preaker faces a troubling assignment: she must return to her tiny 
hometown to cover the murders of two preteen girls. 
 
For years, Camille has hardly spoken to her neurotic, hypochondriac mother or to the half-sister she barely knows: a beautiful 
thirteen-year-old with an eerie grip on the town. Now, installed in her old bedroom in her family's Victorian mansion, Camille 
finds herself identifying with the young victims—a bit too strongly. 
 

Single Light by Tosca Lee (8 copies + audiobook) 
Six months after vanishing into an underground silo with sixty others, Wynter and Chase emerge to find the area abandoned. 
There is no sign of Noah and the rest of the group that was supposed to greet them when they emerged—the same people 
Wynter was counting on to help her locate the IV antibiotics her gravely ill friend, Julie, needs in order to live. 
 
As the clock ticks down on Julie’s life, Wynter and Chase embark on a desperate search for medicine and answers. But what 
they find is not a nation on the cusp of recovery thanks to the promising new vaccine Wynter herself had a hand in creating, 
but one decimated by disease. What happened while they were underground? 
 
With food and water in limited supply and their own survival in question, Chase and Wynter must venture further and further 
from the silo. Aided by an enigmatic mute named Otto, they come face-to-face with a society radically changed by global 
pandemic, where communities scrabble to survive under rogue leaders and cities are war zones. As hope fades by the hour 
and Wynter learns the terrible truth of the last six months, she is called upon once again to help save the nation she no longer 
recognizes—a place so dark she’s no longer sure it can even survive. 

 
 
Sold on a Monday by Kristina McMorris (8 copies + audiobook) 
2 CHILDREN FOR SALE The sign is a last resort. It sits on a farmhouse porch in 1931, but could be found anywhere in an era of 
breadlines, bank runs, and broken dreams. It could have been written by any mother facing impossible choices. For struggling 
reporter Ellis Reed, the gut-wrenching scene evokes memories of his family’s dark past. He snaps a photograph of the children, 
not meant for publication. But when it leads to his big break, the consequences are more devastating than he ever imagined. 
 
At the paper, Lillian Palmer is haunted by her role in all that happened. She is far too familiar with the heartbreak of children 
deemed unwanted. As the bonds of motherhood are tested, she and Ellis must decide how much they are willing to risk to 
mend a fractured family. 



Inspired by an actual newspaper photograph that stunned the nation, Sold on a Monday is a powerful novel of love, 
redemption, and the unexpected paths that bring us home. 

 
Sound of Gravel by Ruth Wariner (9 copies) 

Ruth Wariner was the thirty-ninth of her father’s forty-two children. Growing up on a farm in rural Mexico, where authorities 
turn a blind eye to the practices of her community, Ruth lives in a ramshackle house without indoor plumbing or electricity.  
       At church, preachers teach that God will punish the wicked by destroying the world and that women can only ascend to 
Heaven by entering into polygamous marriages and giving birth to as many children as possible.  
       After Ruth’s father—the man who had been the founding prophet of the colony—is brutally murdered by his brother in a 
bid for church power, her mother remarries, becoming the second wife of another faithful congregant. 
       In need of government assistance and supplemental income, Ruth and her siblings are carted back and forth between 
Mexico and the United States, where Ruth’s mother collects welfare and her stepfather works a variety of odd jobs. Ruth 
comes to love the time she spends in the States, realizing that perhaps the community into which she was born is not the right 
one for her.  
       As she begins to doubt her family’s beliefs and question her mother’s choices, she struggles to balance her fierce love for 
her siblings with her determination to forge a better life for herself. 

 
Spider Woman’s Daughter by Anne Hillerman (8 copies + audiobook) 
It happened in an instant: After a breakfast with colleagues, Navajo Nation Police Officer Bernadette Manualito saw a truck 
squeal into the parking lot and heard a crack of gunfire. When the dust cleared, someone very close to her was lying on the 
asphalt in a pool of blood. 
 
With the victim in the hospital fighting for his life, every officer in the squad and the local FBI office are hellbent to catch the 
gunman. Bernie, too, wants in on the investigation, despite regulations strictly forbidding eyewitness involvement. Her 
superior may have ordered her to take some leave, but that doesn't mean she's going to sit idly by, especially when her 
husband, Sergeant Jim Chee, is put in charge of finding the shooter. 
 
Pooling their skills, Bernie and Chee discover that a cold case involving his former boss and partner, retired Inspector Joe 
Leaphorn, may hold the key to the shooting. Digging into the old investigation with fresh eyes and a new urgency, husband and 
wife find themselves inching closer to the truth with every clue . . . and closer to a killer who will do anything to prevent justice 
from taking its course. 

 
State of Wonder by Ann Patchett (9 copies + audiobook) 

Research scientist Dr. Marina Singh is sent to Brazil to track down her former mentor, Dr. Annick Swenson, who seems to have 
disappeared in the Amazon while working on an extremely valuable new drug. The last person who was sent to find her died 
before he could complete his mission. Plagued by trepidation, Marina embarks on an odyssey into the insect-infested jungle in 
hopes of finding answers to the questions about her friend's death, her company's future, and her own past. 
Once found, Dr. Swenson is as imperious and uncompromising as ever. But while she is as threatening as anything the jungle 
has to offer, the greatest sacrifices to be made are the ones Dr. Swenson asks of herself, and will ultimately ask of Marina. 
State of Wonder is a world unto itself, where unlikely beauty stands beside unimaginable loss. It is a tale that leads the reader 
into the very heart of darkness, and then shows us what lies on the other side. 
 

Still Life by Louise Penny (10 copies + audiobook) 
Winner, "New Blood" Dagger; Arthur Ellis; Barry; Anthony; and Dilys Awards. 
      Chief Inspector Armand Gamache of the Surete du Quebec and his team of investigators are called in to the scene of a 
suspicious death in a rural village south of Montreal and yet a world away. Jane Neal, a long-time resident of Three Pines, has 
been found dead in the woods. The locals are certain it’s a tragic hunting accident and nothing more but Gamache smells 
something foul this holiday season…and is soon certain that Jane died at the hands of someone much more sinister than a 
careless bow hunter. 
       

Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin (9 copies + audiobook) 
On the faded Island Books sign hanging over the porch of the Victorian cottage is the motto "No Man Is an Island; Every Book 
Is a World." A. J. Fikry, the irascible owner, is about to discover just what that truly means. 
       A. J. Fikry’s life is not at all what he expected it to be. His wife has died, his bookstore is experiencing the worst sales in its 
history, and now his prized possession, a rare collection of Poe poems, has been stolen. Slowly but surely, he is isolating 
himself from all the people of Alice Island—from Lambiase, the well-intentioned police officer who’s always felt kindly toward 
Fikry; from Ismay, his sister-in-law who is hell-bent on saving him from his dreary self; from Amelia, the lovely and idealistic (if 
eccentric) Knightley Press sales rep who keeps on taking the ferry over to Alice Island, refusing to be deterred by A.J.’s bad 
attitude.  
       Even the books in his store have stopped holding pleasure for him. These days, A.J. can only see them as a sign of a world 
that is changing too rapidly. And then a mysterious package appears at the bookstore. It’s a small package, but large in weight. 
It’s that unexpected arrival that gives A. J. Fikry the opportunity to make his life over, the ability to see everything anew.  
       It doesn’t take long for the locals to notice the change overcoming A.J.; or for that determined sales rep, Amelia, to see her 
curmudgeonly client in a new light; or for the wisdom of all those books to become again the lifeblood of A.J.’s world; or for 
everything to twist again into a version of his life that he didn’t see coming.  
 



The Story of Arthur Truluv by Elizabeth Berg (9 copies + audiobook) 
For the past six months, Arthur Moses’s days have looked the same: He tends to his rose garden and to Gordon, his cat, then 
rides the bus to the cemetery to visit his beloved late wife for lunch. 
 
Sometimes in the evening he’ll take a walk and stop to chat with his nosy neighbor, Lucille. It’s a quiet routine not entirely 
without its joys. The last thing Arthur would imagine is for one unlikely encounter to utterly transform his life.  

Eighteen-year-old Maddy Harris is an introspective girl who often comes to the cemetery to escape the other kids at 
school and a life of loss. She’s seen Arthur sitting there alone, and one afternoon she joins him—a gesture that begins a 
surprising friendship between two lonely souls. 

Moved by Arthur’s kindness and devotion, Maddy gives him the nickname "Truluv." As Arthur’s neighbor Lucille moves 
into their orbit, the unlikely trio bands together, helping one another, through heartache and hardships, to rediscover their 
own potential to start anew. 

 
Storyteller by Jodi Picoult (8 copies + audiobook) 
Some stories live forever… Sage Singer is a baker. She works through the night, preparing the day’s breads and pastries, trying 
to escape a reality of loneliness, bad memories, and the shadow of her mother’s death. When Josef Weber, an elderly man in 
Sage’s grief support group, begins stopping by the bakery, they strike up an unlikely friendship. Despite their differences, they 
see in each other the hidden scars that others can’t, and they become companions. 
       Everything changes on the day that Josef confesses a long-buried and shameful secret—one that nobody else in town 
would ever suspect—and asks Sage for an extraordinary favor. If she says yes, she faces not only moral repercussions, but 
potentially legal ones as well. With her own identity suddenly challenged, and the integrity of the closest friend she’s ever had 
clouded, Sage begins to question the assumptions and expectations she’s made about her life and her family. When does a 
moral choice become a moral imperative? And where does one draw the line between punishment and justice, forgiveness 
and mercy?  In this searingly honest novel, Jodi Picoult gracefully explores the lengths we will go in order to protect our 
families and to keep the past from dictating the future.  

 
Sun Does Shine by Anthony Ray Hinton (8 copies + audiobook) 
Anthony Ray Hinton was poor and black when he was convicted of two murders he hadn't committed. For the next three 
decades he was trapped in solitary confinement in a tiny cell on death row. Eventually his case was taken up by the award-
winning lawyer, Bryan Stevenson, who managed to have him exonerated, though it took 15 years for this to happen. How did 
Hinton cope with the mental and emotional torture of his situation, and emerge full of compassion and forgiveness? This is a 
story of hope and the resilience of the human spirit. 

 
Tale Teller by Anne Hillerman (8 copies + audiobook) 
Legendary Navajo policeman Lieutenant Joe Leaphorn takes center stage in this riveting atmospheric mystery from New York 
Times bestselling author Anne Hillerman that combines crime, superstition, and tradition and brings the desert Southwest 
vividly alive. 
 
Joe Leaphorn may have retired from the Tribal Police, but he finds himself knee-deep in a perplexing case involving a priceless 
artifact—a reminder of a dark time in Navajo history. Joe’s been hired to find a missing biil, a traditional dress that had been 
donated to the Navajo Nation. His investigation takes a sinister turn when the leading suspect dies under mysterious 
circumstances and Leaphorn himself receives anonymous warnings to beware—witchcraft is afoot. 
 
While the veteran detective is busy working to untangle his strange case, his former colleague Jim Chee and Officer Bernie 
Manuelito are collecting evidence they hope will lead to a cunning criminal behind a rash of burglaries. Their case takes a 
complicated turn when Bernie finds a body near a popular running trail. The situation grows more complicated when the 
death is ruled a homicide, and the Tribal cops are thrust into a turf battle because the murder involves the FBI. 
 
As Leaphorn, Chee, and Bernie draw closer to solving these crimes, their parallel investigations begin to merge . . . and offer an 
unexpected opportunity that opens a new chapter in Bernie’s life.  

 
Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris (8 copies + audiobook, 2 book bags) 
In April 1942, Lale Sokolov, a Slovakian Jew, is forcibly transported to the concentration camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau. When 
his captors discover that he speaks several languages, he is put to work as a Tatowierer (the German word for tattooist), tasked 
with permanently marking his fellow prisoners. 
 
Imprisoned for over two and a half years, Lale witnesses horrific atrocities and barbarism—but also incredible acts of bravery 
and compassion. Risking his own life, he uses his privileged position to exchange jewels and money from murdered Jews for 
food to keep his fellow prisoners alive. One day in July 1942, Lale, prisoner 32407, comforts a trembling young woman waiting 
in line to have the number 34902 tattooed onto her arm. Her name is Gita, and in that first encounter, Lale vows to somehow 
survive the camp and marry her. 
 
A vivid, harrowing, and ultimately hopeful re-creation of Lale Sokolov's experiences as the man who tattooed the arms of 
thousands of prisoners with what would become one of the most potent symbols of the Holocaust, The Tattooist of 
Auschwitz is also a testament to the endurance of love and humanity under the darkest possible conditions.  



 
Then She Was Gone by Lisa Jewell (10 copies + audiobook) 
Ellie Mack was the perfect daughter. She was fifteen, the youngest of three. She was beloved by her parents, friends, and 
teachers. She and her boyfriend made a teenaged golden couple. She was days away from an idyllic post-exams summer 
vacation, with her whole life ahead of her. And then she was gone. 
 
Now, her mother Laurel Mack is trying to put her life back together. It’s been ten years since her daughter disappeared, seven 
years since her marriage ended, and only months since the last clue in Ellie’s case was unearthed. So when she meets an 
unexpectedly charming man in a café, no one is more surprised than Laurel at how quickly their flirtation develops into 
something deeper. Before she knows it, she’s meeting Floyd’s daughters—and his youngest, Poppy, takes Laurel’s breath away. 
Because looking at Poppy is like looking at Ellie. And now, the unanswered questions she’s tried so hard to put to rest begin to 
haunt Laurel anew.  
 
Where did Ellie go? Did she really run away from home, as the police have long suspected, or was there a more sinister reason 
for her disappearance? Who is Floyd, really? And why does his daughter remind Laurel so viscerally of her own missing girl. 

 
Thief of Time by Tony Hillerman (8 copies) 
At a moonlit Indian ruin—where "thieves of time" ravage sacred ground in the name of profit—a noted anthropologist 
vanishes while on the verge of making a startling, history-altering discovery. At an ancient burial site, amid stolen goods and 
desecrated bones, two corpses are discovered, shot by bullets fitting the gun of the missing scientist.   
      There are modern mysteries buried in despoiled ancient places. And as blood flows all too freely, Navajo Tribal Policemen 
Joe Leaphorn and Jim Chee must plunge into the past to unearth an astonishing truth and a cold-hearted killer.  
 

This Blessed Earth by Ted Genoways (10 copies + audiobook)  
The family farm lies at the heart of our national identity, yet its future is in peril. Rick Hammond grew up on a small ranch, and 
for forty years he has raised cattle and crops on his wife’s fifth-generation homestead in York County, Nebraska, in hopes of 
passing it on to their four children. But as the handoff nears, their small family farm―and their entire way of life―are under 
siege. Rising corporate ownership of land and livestock is forcing small farmers to get bigger and bigger, assuming more debt 
and more risk. At the same time, after nearly a decade of record-high corn and soybean prices, the bottom has dropped out of 
the markets, making it ever harder for small farmers to shoulder their loans. All the while, the Hammonds are confronted by 
encroaching pipelines, groundwater depletion, climate change, and shifting trade policies. Far from an isolated refuge beyond 
the reach of global events, the family farm is increasingly at the crossroads of emerging technologies and international 
detente. Following the Hammonds from harvest to harvest, Ted Genoways explores this rapidly changing landscape of small, 
traditional farming operations, mapping as it unfolds day to day. This Blessed Earth is both a concise exploration of the history 
of the American small farm and a vivid, nuanced portrait of one family’s fight to preserve their legacy and the life they love. 
 

Thunder Bay by William Kent Krueger (10 copies + audiobook)  
Happy and content in his hometown of Aurora, Minnesota, Cork O'Connor has left his badge behind and is ready for a life of 
relative peace, setting up shop as a private investigator. But his newfound state of calm is soon interrupted when Henry 
Meloux, the Ojibwe medicine man and Cork's spiritual adviser, makes a request: Will Cork find the son that Henry fathered 
long ago?  
      With little to go on, Cork uses his investigative skills to locate Henry Wellington, a wealthy and reclusive industrialist living 
in Thunder Bay, Ontario. When a murder attempt is made on old Meloux's life, all clues point north across the border. But why 
would Wellington want his father dead? This question takes Cork on a journey through time as he unravels the story of 
Meloux's 1920s adventure in the ore-rich wilderness of Canada, where his love for a beautiful woman, far outside his culture, 
led him into a trap of treachery, greed, and murder.  
      The past and present collide along the rocky shores of Thunder Bay, where a father's unconditional love is tested by a son's 
deeply felt resentment, and where jealousy and revenge remain the code among men. As Cork hastens to uncover the truth 
and save his friend, he soon discovers that his own life is in danger and is reminded that the promises we keep - even for the 
best of friends - can sometimes place us in the hands of our worst enemies.  

 
To the Bright Edge of the World by Eowyn Ivey (9 copies + audiobook) 
An atmospheric, transporting tale of adventure, love, and survival from the bestselling author of The Snow Child, finalist for the 
Pulitzer Prize. 
      In the winter of 1885, decorated war hero Colonel Allen Forrester leads a small band of men on an expedition that has 
been deemed impossible: to venture up the Wolverine River and pierce the vast, untamed Alaska Territory. 
      Leaving behind Sophie, his newly pregnant wife, Colonel Forrester records his extraordinary experiences in hopes that his 
journal will reach her if he doesn't return--once he passes beyond the edge of the known world, there's no telling what awaits 
him. 
      The Wolverine River Valley is not only breathtaking and forbidding but also terrifying in ways that the colonel and his men 
never could have imagined. As they map the territory and gather information on the native tribes, whose understanding of the 
natural world is unlike anything they have ever encountered, Forrester and his men discover the blurred lines between human 
and wild animal, the living and the dead. 
      And while the men knew they would face starvation and danger, they cannot escape the sense that some greater, 
mysterious force threatens their lives. Meanwhile, on her own at Vancouver Barracks, Sophie chafes under the social 
restrictions and yearns to travel alongside her husband. She does not know that the winter will require as much of her as it 



does her husband, that both her courage and faith will be tested to the breaking point. 
     Can her exploration of nature through the new art of photography help her to rediscover her sense of beauty and wonder? 
The truths that Allen and Sophie discover over the course of that fateful year change both of their lives--and the lives of those 
who hear their stories long after they're gone—forever.  
 

Under the Wide and Starry Sky by Nancy Horan (8 copies + audiobook, 2 book bags) 
At the age of thirty-five, Fanny Van de Grift Osbourne has left her philandering husband in San Francisco to set sail for 
Belgium—with her three children and nanny in tow—to study art. It is a chance for this adventurous woman to start over, to 
make a better life for all of them, and to pursue her own desires.   
 
Not long after her arrival, however, tragedy strikes, and Fanny and her children repair to a quiet artists’ colony in France where 
she can recuperate. Emerging from a deep sorrow, she meets a lively Scot, Robert Louis Stevenson, ten years her junior, who 
falls instantly in love with the earthy, independent, and opinionated “belle Americaine.” 
 
Fanny does not immediately take to the slender young lawyer who longs to devote his life to writing—and who would 
eventually pen such classics as Treasure Island and The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. In time, though, she succumbs 
to Stevenson’s charms, and the two begin a fierce love affair—marked by intense joy and harrowing darkness—that spans the 
decades and the globe. The shared life of these two strong-willed individuals unfolds into an adventure as impassioned and 
unpredictable as any of Stevenson’s own unforgettable tales. 

 
Unhoneymooners by Christina Lauren (8 copies + audiobook) 
Olive is always unlucky: in her career, in love, in…well, everything. Her identical twin sister Ami, on the other hand, is probably 
the luckiest person in the world. Her meet-cute with her fiancé is something out of a romantic comedy (gag) and she’s 
managed to finance her entire wedding by winning a series of Internet contests (double gag). Worst of all, she’s forcing Olive 
to spend the day with her sworn enemy, Ethan, who just happens to be the best man. 
 
Olive braces herself to get through 24 hours of wedding hell before she can return to her comfortable, unlucky life. But when 
the entire wedding party gets food poisoning from eating bad shellfish, the only people who aren’t affected are Olive and 
Ethan. And now there’s an all-expenses-paid honeymoon in Hawaii up for grabs. 
 
Putting their mutual hatred aside for the sake of a free vacation, Olive and Ethan head for paradise, determined to avoid each 
other at all costs. But when Olive runs into her future boss, the little white lie she tells him is suddenly at risk to become a 
whole lot bigger. She and Ethan now have to pretend to be loving newlyweds, and her luck seems worse than ever. But the 
weird thing is that she doesn’t mind playing pretend. In fact, she feels kind of... lucky.  

 
Water from My Heart by Charles Martin (8 copies) 
Charlie Finn had to grow up fast, living alone by age sixteen. Highly intelligent, he earned a life-changing scholarship to 
Harvard, where he learned how to survive and thrive on the outskirts of privileged society. That skill served him well in the 
cutthroat business world, as it does in more lucrative but dangerous ventures he now operates off the coast of Miami. Charlie 
tries to separate relationships from work. But when his choices produce devastating consequences, he sets out to right 
wrongs, traveling to Central America where he will meet those who have paid for his actions, including a woman and her 
young daughter. Will their fated encounter present Charlie with a way to seek the redemption he thought was impossible--and 
free his heart to love one woman as he never knew he could? 
 

We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves by Karen Joy Fowler (8 copies + audiobook) 
From the author of The Jane Austen Book Club, the story of an American family, middle class in middle America, ordinary in 
every way but one. But that exception is the beating heart of this extraordinary novel. 
       Meet the Cooke family: Mother and Dad, brother Lowell, sister Fern, and our narrator, Rosemary, who begins her story in 
the middle. She has her reasons. “I spent the first eighteen years of my life defined by this one fact: that I was raised with a 
chimpanzee,” she tells us. “It’s never going to be the first thing I share with someone. I tell you Fern was a chimp and already 
you aren’t thinking of her as my sister. But until Fern’s expulsion, I’d scarcely known a moment alone. She was my twin, my 
funhouse mirror, my whirlwind other half, and I loved her as a sister.” 
       Rosemary was not yet six when Fern was removed. Over the years, she’s managed to block a lot of memories. She’s smart, 
vulnerable, innocent, and culpable. With some guile, she guides us through the darkness, penetrating secrets and unearthing 
memories, leading us deeper into the mystery she has dangled before us from the start. Stripping off the protective masks that 
have hidden truths too painful to acknowledge, in the end, “Rosemary” truly is for remembrance. 
  

Week in Winter by Maeve Binchy (8 copies) 
Stoneybridge is a small town on the west coast of Ireland where all the families know each other. When Chicky Starr decides to 
take an old, decaying mansion set high on the cliffs overlooking the windswept Atlantic Ocean and turn it into a restful place 
for a holiday by the sea, everyone thinks she is crazy. Helped by Rigger (a bad boy turned good who is handy around the 
house) and Orla, her niece (a whiz at business), Stone House is finally ready to welcome its first guests to the big warm kitchen, 
log fires, and understated elegant bedrooms. Laugh and cry with this unlikely group as they share their secrets and—maybe—
even see some of their dreams come true. Full of Maeve’s trademark warmth and humor, once again, she embraces us with 
her grand storytelling.  
 



 When I Found You by Catherine Ryan Hyde (8 copies) 

While duck hunting one morning, childless, middle-aged Nathan McCann finds a newborn abandoned in the woods. To his 
shock, the child—wrapped in a sweater and wearing a tiny knitted hat—is still alive. To his wife’s shock, Nathan wants to adopt 
the boy…but the child’s grandmother steps in. Nathan makes her promise, however, that one day she’ll bring the boy to meet 
him so he can reveal that he was the one who rescued him. 
       Fifteen years later, the widowered Nathan discovers the child abandoned once again—this time at his doorstep. Named 
Nat, the teenager has grown into a sullen delinquent whose grandmother can no longer tolerate him. Nathan agrees to care 
for Nat, and the two engage in a battle of wills that spans years. Still, the older man repeatedly assures the youngster that, 
unlike the rest of the world, he will never abandon him—not even when Nat suffers a trauma that changes both of their lives 
forever. 
       From the bestselling author of Pay It Forward comes When I Found You, an exquisite, emotional tale of the unexpected 
bonds that nothing in life can break. 
  

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens (8 copies + audiobook, 2 book bags) 
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. So, in late 1969, 

when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is 

not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding friends 

in the gulls and lessons in the sand.  

 

Then the time comes when she yearns to be touched and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her 

wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life--until the unthinkable happens. 

Whistling Past the Graveyard by Susan Crandall (8 copies + audiobook) 
In the summer of 1963, nine-year-old Starla Claudelle runs away from her strict grandmother’s Mississippi home. Starla’s 
destination is Nashville, where her mother went to become a famous singer, abandoning Starla when she was three. Walking a 
lonely country road, Starla accepts a ride from Eula, a black woman traveling alone with a white baby. Now, on the road trip 
that will change her life forever, Starla sees for the first time life as it really is—as she reaches for a dream of how it could one 
day be.  
  

Women Rowing North by Mary Pipher (10 copies) 
Women growing older contend with ageism, misogyny, and loss. Yet as Mary Pipher shows, most older women are deeply 
happy and filled with gratitude for the gifts of life. Their struggles help them grow into the authentic, empathetic, and wise 
people they have always wanted to be. 
 
In Women Rowing North, Pipher offers a timely examination of the cultural and developmental issues women face as they age. 
Drawing on her own experience as daughter, sister, mother, grandmother, caregiver, clinical psychologist, and cultural 
anthropologist, she explores ways women can cultivate resilient responses to the challenges they face. "If we can keep our wits 
about us, think clearly, and manage our emotions skillfully," Pipher writes, "we will experience a joyous time of our lives. If we 
have planned carefully and packed properly, if we have good maps and guides, the journey can be transcendent." 
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