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KEARNEY AND KEARNEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
1.0 HAZARD SUMMARY 
The table below summarizes the information provided on surveys completed by the Kearney and 
Kearney Public School representatives and also obtained from public participation.  Responses from 
representatives were the same unless noted.  The University of Nebraska- Kearney is not addressed in 
this HMP.  It is included in the HMP for the University of Nebraska system. 

KearneyHazard Summary Table 
Hazard Type Likely to Experience Risk Vulnerability

Flood Yes Medium/Low Limited 
Earthquake No Low/NR None/NR
Tornado Yes High/Low Severe 
Landslide No Low/NR None/NR
Wildfire No Low/NR None/NR
Severe Winter Storm Yes Medium/High Limited 
Severe Summer Storm Yes Medium/High Limited/Severe 
Dam Failure Yes/No Low/NR Limited/NR
Drought No Low/NR None/NR
Levee Failure No Low/NR None/NR
Other:    NR NR NR 

NR- No Response   Risk – High, Medium, Low Likely to Experience-Yes/No  Vulnerability – Full, Severe, Limited, None 
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2.0 HAZARD HISTORY 
There are a wide variety of hazards that could affect the City of Kearney, most of which are likely to 
affect the entire project area and are not jurisdiction-specific, such as tornadoes, severe summer and 
winter storms and many other events detailed in the previous sections of this document. However, the 
City of Kearney has suffered damages resulting from flooding, is located downstream of one high hazard 
dam, four significant hazard dams and one low hazard dam, which warrants a more detailed account in 
the following sections. 
In addition, Kearney is located in the inundation area of Kingsley Dam, located in Keith County. 
2.1 FLOODS AND HEAVY PRECIPITATION
2.1.1 FLOODS
Kearney is located along the Platte River and some of its tributaries. 
The Nebraska Department of Natural Resources (NDNR) provided information on past flood events.  
Eight floods were identified for Buffalo County.  None of these floods impacted Kearney (email, NDNR, 
Steve McMaster).  
There were 14 flood events recorded for Buffalo County in the NCDC database.  Four flood events were 
reported that impacted Kearney (http://www4.ncdc.noaa.gov/cgi-win/wwcgi.dll?wwevent~storms) 
On June 6, 1995 a multi-county flood occurred when the Platte River crested at one- to two-feet above 
flood stage at Kearney Island on the 11th. Most of the flooding occurred on agricultural land. Two 
campgrounds near the river were also flooded. This flood produced $20,000 property damage and 
$80,000 crop damage. 
A second multi-county flood event impacted Kearney on July 12, 1995 when the Platte River started July 
less than a foot above flood stage and slowly fell during the first several days of the month. The river 
finally dropped below flood stage at Kearney on the 4th.  The flood produced $10,000 crop damage.  No 
property damage was reported. 
A county-wide flood was reported on May 11, 2005 for Buffalo County.   Thunderstorms ravaged a large 
part of south central Nebraska with hail, high winds, a tornado and catastrophic flooding. Rainfall ranged 
from 4 to 12 inches.  Conservative estimates of damages were 2 Million Dollars (property) and 4 Million 
Dollars (crop). 
The western portion of Buffalo County was hit by a flash flood on July 10, 2006.  Thunderstorms 
produced heavy rains that caused flooding in central Dawson into western Buffalo counties.  These 
storms produced $20,000 property damage and $250,000 crop damage. 
Widespread rain and thunderstorms on April 24, 2007 produced a flood event.  This event began near 
Kearney and produced $50,000 property damage and $100,000 crop damage. 
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Another flood event that also started near Kearney on August 1, 2007 impacted several communities, 
producing $25,000 property damage and no reported crop damage.  Excessive rainfall and runoff in 
Thayer, Fillmore and Buffalo counties from thunderstorms led to some extensive flooding.  Later the 
same day, 4 to 6 inches of rain fell on the south side of Kearney. There was widespread street flooding 
and some cars became stalled in bumper-deep water. A local car dealer had to move new cars on the lot 
as water encroached from a nearby canal. 
Buffalo County has been included in four FEMA Disaster Declarations for Tornadoes, Flooding and 
Severe (Summer) Storms.  As a result of these declarations Buffalo County including Kearney was eligible 
assistance resulting from these disaster declarations.  These declarations and assistance available are 
listed below. 

FEMA - 1770 (2008) – Individual and Public Assistance 
FEMA – 1590 (2005) – Public Assistance 
FEMA – 1517 (2004) - Individual and Public Assistance 
FEMA – 1714 (2007) - Public Assistance 

2.1.2 HEAVY PRECIPITATION 
The NCDC recorded ten significant precipitation events in Buffalo County, including four in Kearney.  
Three of these reports were for the same event.   
Heavy rains on May 21, 1998 produced $500,000 property damage and $100,000 crop damage.  
Torrential rainfall forced water over US Highway 30 for a short time west of Kearney.  The heavy rains 
caused the roof over the Kearney/Buffalo County law enforcement building to collapse.  Damage to the 
911 center was estimated to be near $400,000. Street flooding was common in the rest of Kearney. 
The second heavy rain event occurred on August 1, 2007.  Excessive rainfall and runoff in Thayer, 
Fillmore and Buffalo Counties led to some extensive flooding.  Later in the day, around noon, 4 to 6 
inches of rain fell on the south side of Kearney in Buffalo County.  There was widespread street flooding 
and some cars became stalled in bumper-deep water.  A local car dealer had to move new cars on the 
lot as water encroached from a nearby canal.  (There were three entries for this event which was also 
reported as a flood event in the NCDC database.) 
2.1.3 FLASH FLOODING
According to NOAA’s Web site (www.nws.noaa.gov), flash flooding is “a flood caused by heavy or 
excessive rainfall in a short period of time, generally less than six hours. Flash floods are usually 
characterized by raging torrents after heavy rains that rip through river beds, urban streets, or mountain 
canyons sweeping everything before them. They can occur within minutes or a few hours of excessive 
rainfall. They can also occur even if no rain has fallen, for instance after a levee or dam has failed, or 
after a sudden release of water by a debris or ice jam.” Even though there is not an extensive list of past 
occurrences of flash flooding within the City of Kearney, there is a high likelihood for occurrence in the 
area, due to the city’s proximity to the Platte River and some of its tributaries. This indicates the need to 
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protect the community and residents of the city from the impact of these events, as there is a high 
likelihood of the area experiencing the effects of flash flooding.
In the City of Kearney, it would not be unreasonable to see flooding or flash flooding along the Platte 
River and some of its tributaries. There are approximately 13,000 existing structures in the City of 
Kearney and of those structures, approximately 130 are located within the FEMA-designated floodplain. 
Table 2.1 below details the flash flood events, causing $10,000 damages or more, within the City of 
Kearney according to NCDC. 

TABLE 2.1 Flood Events in Kearney with greater than $10,000 damage 1993-2009 
Kearney  04/24/2007 05:00 AM Flash Flood N/A 0 0 50K 100K 
Kearney 08/01/2007 11:17 AM Flash Flood N/A 0 0 25K 0K
Kearney  06/24/2008 01:45 AM Flash Flood N/A 0 0 70K 40K

2.1.4 VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT
Flooding poses a threat to the City of Kearney, as the city is located in close proximity to the Platte River 
and some of its tributaries. If a flash flood event were to affect the community, the resulting damages 
could  include structural damages, especially if these structures are located in a FEMA designated 
floodplain or floodway; downed trees or limbs; downed power lines; dam or levee failure; roadway and 
bridge failures; crop damage; and potential loss of life. In the event of heavy rainfall and flooding, 
emergency response vehicles may have limited access to residents in the city, especially in the event of 
road or bridge failures, downed trees, or other debris or flood waters blocking access routes. Residents 
could be in added danger if they are stranded in a vehicle during a flash flood, as waters rapidly rise and 
can quickly wash cars downstream. Dam or levee failure could cause large portions of communities to 
be affected by flood waters and could threaten the lives of residents of each downstream community if 
proper warning is not given. Critical infrastructure also could be compromised, as flooding could cause 
sanitary sewer lines to back up, also posing a human safety risk, as well as potentially contaminating 
drinking water sources.  Residents may need to be relocated until the flood waters recede and critical 
infrastructure is operational. The functional downtime resulting from power outages and infrastructure 
failure would be extremely costly. Businesses and schools may need to be closed, which would have a 
detrimental effect on the economy of the City of Kearney.  While it is possible for flooding to affect the 
entire community in one flood event, it is unlikely that the entire community, and the critical facilities in 
the city, would be affected.  The damages resulting from such an event would have impacts both on 
existing and future structures, facilities, and population. According to information obtained from the 
U.S. Census Bureau, there are approximately 13,000 existing structures within the City of Kearney. Of 
those, approximately 130 are located in FEMA-designated floodplains.  Forty three facilities are 
classified locally as critical facilities, and of those critical facilities only sirens and a portion of the 
wastewater treatment plant are located in a FEMA-designated floodplain.  
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To determine a reasonable estimate for future structures, a growth rate of approximately 10 percent 
was assumed for the City of Kearney, therefore, approximately 14,300 future structures could be 
impacted, and approximately 47 of those future structures could be classified as critical facilities, based 
on the information collected. Additional information regarding building types in the planning area was 
not available, but will be a focus of future plan updates. 
Due to the nature of flooding it is not likely that the City of Kearney would experience a total loss of all 
structures if such an event were to occur.  It is unknown what types of structures are located within the 
floodplain boundaries throughout the city.  The City of Kearney has developed floodplain regulations to 
deter the population from constructing buildings and residences in the floodplain. 
2.1.5 POTENTIAL IMPACT
Flooding events could occur throughout the City of Kearney and could last for days at a time. If a flood 
event were to occur in the community it was assumed that approximately 130 (1%) of the 13,000 
structures and one critical facility would be affected. For purposes of estimating potential losses, it was 
estimated that all structures in the 100 year SFHA area are one or two story structures with basements 
and would sustain a 20% building damage with a flood depth of 2 ft.  This is calculated from the Flood 
Building Loss Estimation Table provided by the FEMA Benefit=Cost analysis Full Data Module (FEMA 
Guidebook 386-2/August 2001).    
The total valuation of the City of Kearney is approximately $1.5 billion.  The valuation of the structures in 
the floodplain is approximately $15M ($1.5B x 1% = $15,000,000).  If these buildings sustain 20% 
damage this would result in approximately $3M of losses ($15M x 20% = $3,000,000). 
This estimate should encompass both existing and future structures and facilities community-wide, but it is possible that localized events would account for damage amounts much greater than this estimate. However, due to the nature of such an estimate and the limited amount of resources available throughout the City of Kearney for recovery and response, this estimate should be considered appropriate.  It is impossible to account for the cost associated with loss of life that could occur with these events, so events including loss of life occurrences, past, present, and future, are not included in any of the previous estimates, only property and crop damage estimates were used.  
2.2 DAM FAILURE
Two High Hazard, five Significant Hazard and 18 Low Hazard, Low Hazard Road Structure or Low Hazard 
Dry Dams were listed for Buffalo County (http://dnrdata.dnr.ne.gov/Dams/).   
One high hazard dam, four significant hazard dams and one low hazard dam were identified in or near 
Kearney.  A high hazard dam would result in lives lost in the event of failure.  A significant hazard dam 
would damage important resources in the event of failure.  Any downstream damage of low hazard dam 
would be minimal.   
No dam failures were identified in the preparation of this HMP. 



November 2011 Central Platte NRD - Appendix F F-106 Kearney 

High hazard dams are inspected annually by the Dam Safety Division of NDNR (Nebraska Hazard 
Mitigation Plan, 2008).  Emergency Action Plans are required for High Hazard Dams.  Significant hazard 
dams are inspected every 2 years and Low hazard dams are inspected every 5 years by the Dam Safety 
Division of NDNR (Nebraska Hazard Mitigation Plan, 2008). Emergency action plans are not required for 
significant hazard or low hazard dams.   
The Fourth Street Detention Dam is a high hazard dam located in Kearney 
(http://dnrdata.dnr.ne.gov/Dams/).  The Dam Safety Division of NDNR provided a copy of dam 
failure/breach inundation map for the Fourth Street Detention Dam for review.  Inundation depths were
not provided on this map.  Failure of the Fourth Street Detention Dam would impact an estimated 2% of 
Kearney.   
In addition, Kearney is located in the inundation area of Kingsley Dam, which is located to the west of 
the plan area in Keith County.  Kingsley Dam is one of the top 30 Ranked High Hazard Dams based on 
population at risk.  The Central Nebraska Irrigation and Public Power District, owner of Kingsley Dam, 
provided a copy of dam failure/breach inundation map for review.  Failure or breach of this dam would 
impact approximately 33% of the community.   
Due to the location of the high hazard dams, it is imperative to include dam failure in this plan. 
2.2.1 VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT
Dam failure poses a threat to the property located downstream. In the event of a dam failure, the 
inundation areas contained within the emergency action plans, which are on file with the NDNR, show 
the areas that would be affected in such an event. The action plans are not available for release because 
of security concerns.  If a dam were to fail near the City of Kearney, potential damages could include 
structural damages to homes, businesses, and critical facilities; power outages; and, potential loss of life. 
Roads or bridges may fail depending on the location of the dams, thus cutting off access for emergency 
response vehicles. If power outages were to occur, businesses and schools may need to be closed for 
extended periods of time, which would have a severe impact on the local economy. Loss of life in the 
inundation area could occur, especially if no warning is given and residents are caught unaware. The 
damages resulting from such an event would have impacts both on existing and future structures, 
facilities, and population, especially if future development occurs downstream of a dam site. According 
to information obtained from the U.S. Census Bureau, there are approximately 13,000 existing 
structures within the City of Kearney. Of those, approximately 43 are critical facilities.  
To determine a reasonable estimate for future structures, a growth rate of approximately 10 percent 
was assumed for the City, therefore, approximately 14,300 future structures could be impacted, and 
approximately 47 of those future structures could be classified as critical facilities, based on the 
information collected. Additional information regarding building types in the planning area was not 
available, but will be a focus of future plan updates. 
Due the City of Kearney being located downstream of two High Hazard Dams, it is possible that the 
structures within the community would experience significant damage or destruction if a dam failure 
were to occur. In order to determine the types and numbers of existing structures that could be 
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damaged or destroyed by such an event, it was estimated that approximately 2 percent of the City
structures would be adversely affected by the Fourth Street Detention Dam and 33 percent by the 
Kingsley Dam.  For the Fourth Street Detention Dam this would result in approximately 260 structures 
being impacted and of those, approximately one could be a critical facility. For the Kinsley Dam this 
would result in approximately 4,290 structures being impacted and of those, approximately 14 could be 
critical facilities. It is unknown what types of structures are located within the dam breach inundation 
areas throughout the city. 
To determine a reasonable estimate for future structures that could be damaged or destroyed due to a 
dam failure, it was estimated that 2 to 33 percent of all future development could be impacted. 
Therefore, approximately 286 to 4,719 future structures could be impacted, and approximately one or 
16 of those future structures, respectively, could be classified as critical facilities, based on the 
information collected. 
2.2.2 POTENTIAL IMPACT
Dam failure could affect portions of the city and impacts from the resulting flooding could last for days 
or even weeks. If a catastrophic failure of the Fourth Street Detention Dam were to occur it was 
assumed that approximately 260 (2%) of the 13,000 structures would be affected.  If a catastrophic 
failure of the Kingsley Dam were to occur it was assumed that approximately 4,290 (33%) of the 13,000 
structures would be affected.  This information was based on a review of the dam failure/breach 
inundation maps.  
For purposes of estimating potential losses, it was estimated that all structures in the inundation area 
are one or two story structures with basements and would sustain a 20% building damage with a flood 
depth of 2 ft.  This is calculated from the Flood Building Loss Estimation Table provided by the FEMA 
Benefit=Cost analysis Full Data Module (FEMA Guidebook 386-2/August 2001).    
The total valuation of the City of Kearney is approximately $1.5 billion.  The valuation of the structures in 
the Fourth Street Detention Dam inundation area is approximately $30M ($1.5B x 2% = $30,000,000).  If 
these buildings sustain 20% damage this would result in approximately $6M of losses ($30M x 20% = 
$6M). 
The valuation of the structures in the Kingsley Dam inundation area is approximately $495M ($1.5B x 
33% = 495 million).  If these buildings sustain 20% damage this would result in approximately $99M of 
losses ($495M x 20% = $99 million). 
This estimate should encompass both existing and future structures and facilities community-wide, but it is possible that localized events would account for damage amounts much greater than this estimate. However, due to the nature of such an estimate and the limited amount of resources available throughout the City of Kearney for recovery and response, this estimate should be considered appropriate.  It is impossible to account for the cost associated with loss of life that could occur with these events, so events including loss of life occurrences, past, present, and future, are not included in any of the previous estimates, only property and crop damage estimates were used.  
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2.3 LEVEE FAILURE
No federally owned levees were identified in Buffalo County.  Federally owned levees represent a small 
number of the total levees in Nebraska.  There is no known list or source of information for the 
numerous municipal, agricultural and other small levees (Nebraska Hazard Mitigation Plan, 2008).   
No priority levees were identified in Buffalo County on the Nebraska MapMod Levee Outreach 
Prioritization Map (7/1/2007).  Buffalo County‘s status was “Non-Levee” (Nebraska Hazard Mitigation 
Plan, 2008). 
No levees were identified near Kearney. 
No levee failures were identified in the preparation of this HMP. 
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3.0 PAST MITIGATION EFFORTS
The Nebraska Department of Natural Resources (NDNR) provided National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) information.  According to this information, Kearney is currently a participant in good standing 
with the NFIP. The initial floodplain map became effective on February 8, 1974 with the current map 
becoming effective on July 5, 1984.    
No flood insurance maps have been rescinded and no repetitive loss properties were identified.  
In addition, Kearney has a Comprehensive Plan, Building Codes and Zoning Ordinances, all of which 
provide plans and requirements which aid in mitigating natural hazards.   
Buffalo County has developed a Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP) which addresses a wide variety 
of hazards.  This LEOP provides procedures to mitigate the impact of hazards throughout Buffalo County, 
including Kearney. 
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4.0 EXPOSED ASSETS 
4.1 STRUCTURAL INVENTORY AND ASSESSED VALUES 
Structure information and assessed values for Kearney are presented in the following table.  
Non-residential structure information obtained from the Kearney, Nebraska Community Profile 
prepared by the Buffalo County Economic Development Corporation is summarized below.  The non-
residential establishments are summarized in the following table. 

Non-Residential Structures 
Category Number 

Wholesale Trade 38 
Retail Trade 202 
Information 16 
Real Estate/Rental & Leasing 38 
Professional/Scientific/Technical  Services 66 
Administrative/Support & Waste Management 44 
Education Services 6 
Health Care & Social Assistance 120 
Arts/Entertainment/Recreation 18 
Accommodation & Food Services 103 
Other Services (Non-Governmental) 80 
Total 731 

http://www.ci.kearney.ne.us/community_profile.pdf
Information on non-residential structures obtained from the Kearney Chamber of Commerce Member 
Directory is summarized in the following table.  Members may represent more than one structure. 
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Non-Residential Structures
Category Number

Commercial 657
Non-Profit 33 
Educational 10 / 23*
Manufacturing 9 
Total 732 

http://www.kearneycoc.net/directory/cw_mbbb.htm*- University of Nebraska – Kearney – not addressed in this HMP 
Housing information for Kearney is presented in the following table. 

Kearney Housing Units 
2007 Kearney Structures  

Total Housing units, 2007 12,024 
Occupied Housing Units 11,411 
Vacant Housing Units 613 

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/31/31121.html 
Information obtained from Kearney Utilities Department indicates there are approximately 238 water 
meters in Tax Exempt structures.  
Structures in Kearney are shown on Community Map-1. 
The 2008 total assessed value for property in Kearney is summarized in the following table (NE 
Department of Revenue, Property Assessment Division). 
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Kearney Assessed Property Value by Property Type 
Commercial/Industrial Personal Property 52,940,202 
Ag. Equipment Personal Property 566,558 
Railroad Personal Property 1,258,131 
Public Service Co. Personal Property 18,749,461 
Railroad Real Property 7,017,198 
Public Service Co. Real Property 3,326,757 
Residential Real Property 991,731,470 
Recreational Real Property 103,900 
Ag. Dwelling +Home Site 0 
Commercial Real Property 452,142,310 
Industrial Real Property 1,917,640 
Ag. Land. 9,045 
Ag. Outbuildings +Farm Sites 0 
Minerals 2,315 
Total Taxable Value $1,529,762,672 

Estimates of the non-taxed structures and infrastructure were not readily determined since they are not 
represented in the Nebraska Department of Revenue data. 
4.2 CRITICAL FACILITIES
Critical facilities are those structures that are essential for returning Kearney’s function to normal after a 
disaster.  These include facilities that are vital for disaster response, essential and life services, and 
sheltering.  Financial facilities can also be critical facilities since the loss of a major employer or of 
Kearney’s main sources(s) of revenue would greatly impede recovery to pre-disaster status.  The critical 
facilities identified for Kearney are: 

Civic – Schools, Police and Fire Stations, Library, Sirens  
Lifeline/Essential Services – all City Buildings, Water and Waste Water System and 
Infrastructure, Water and Waste Water Treatment Facilities and Infrastructure, Good Samaritan 
Hospital,  Treatment Facilities and Infrastructure, Communication Infrastructure, Electricity and 
Natural Gas Facilities and Infrastructure  
Sheltering – Churches, Schools, YMCA 
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Economic/Financial – Schools, University of Nebraska at Kearney*, Hospital, Central Community
College (*-addressed in separate HMP) 

The Critical Structures for Kearney are shown on Community Map-2.  Critical facilities were identified by 
the Kearney representatives, and supplemented with information from state and federal databases. 
Review of the structure inventory and floodplain map found an estimated 10% of Kearney within the 
corporate limits in a 100-year floodplain.  The 100-year floodplain is shown on Community Map-1. 
The following critical facilities were identified in a 100-year floodplain: warning sirens and a portion of 
the waste water treatment plant. 
4.2.1 ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS
There were additional facilities, in addition to Critical Facilities, noted by the Kearney representatives.  
These are listed below.

Vulnerable Populations – East Lawn Mobile Home Park, Valley View Mobile Home Park, Sheen’s 
Trailer Court, R-Villa Trailer Court, Rodeo Trailer Court, Countryside Trailer Court, Meriweather 
Trailer Court, Trailer Curt, Cornhusker Trailer Court 
Historic – Emerson School, Bryant School, Kenwood School 
Cultural – Gateway Archway 

4.3 WARNING SIRENS 
Warning sirens used to alert citizens of tornadoes and other hazards in Kearney are shown on 
Community Map-2.  A one half-mile radius from each siren is shown on this map.  Using this model, the 
entirety of Kearney is within the one-half mile warning area.   
Outdoor warning sirens are designed to alert residents who are outdoors and/or in close proximity to 
the sirens.  The siren system is not designed to alert individuals: 1) inside buildings which are not in close 
proximity to a siren, 2) those traveling in vehicles or 3) in noisy environments.  During hazard events, 
there are often high winds, intense rain and hail which act to essentially dampen the siren volume.  Also, 
sirens are better heard by individuals who are downwind. 
For optimal warning, a siren system should have redundancies – additional sirens in an overlapping 
network of coverage in the event that a siren fails, is destroyed or malfunctions.  Routine scheduled 
testing of a siren warning system is essential to optimal operation of the siren system. 
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5.0 FUTURE DEVELOPMENT TRENDS
Areas for future development that were identified by Kearney representatives are shown on Community 
Map-1.
Since Kearney is a participant in the National Flood Insurance Program, any future development which 
would potentially occur in a regulated floodplain will be completed in compliance with Kearney’s 
floodplain management ordinance.  
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6.0 POTENTIAL MITIGATION ACTIONS AND PROJECTS
Potential mitigation goals and objectives were provided on the Hazard Mitigation Project Worksheet 
completed by the Kearney representative.  After review of this worksheet and, with input from other 
members of the community, potential mitigation projects were identified and are discussed below 
It is important to note that Kearney’s Mitigation Goals are the same as the mitigation goals developed 
for Central Platte NRD. 
Mitigation Goal 1 – Protect Public Health and Safety from Hazard Events 

Objective 1 – Improve/Provide Adequate Backup and Emergency Generators Action 1 – Identify and Evaluate Current Backup and Emergency Generators Action 2- Obtain Additional / Upgrade Generators  Hazards Mitigated – Tornadoes, Severe Winter Storms, Severe Summer Storms, Heavy Precipitation and Flooding, Dam Failure  Objective 2 – Improve Citizen Warnings Systems Action 1 – Obtain and Distribute Weather Alert Radios  Action 2 - Evaluate/Improve Warning Siren System Action 3 – Evaluate/Improve Radio, Television, Cable Television Warnings Hazards Mitigated – Tornadoes, Severe Winter Storms, Severe Summer Storms, Heavy Precipitation and Flooding, Dam Failure  Objective 3 – Provide Adequate Public Safe Rooms  Action 1 – Identify and Evaluate Current Public Safe Rooms  Action 2 – Improve and/or Add Public Safe Rooms and Safe Rooms in Schools  Hazards Mitigated – Tornadoes, Severe Winter Storms, Severe Summer Storms, Heavy Precipitation and Flooding, Dam Failure  Objective 4 – Provide Adequate Post-Disaster Public Storm Shelters Action 1 – Identify and Evaluate Current Public Storm Shelters Action 2 – Improve and/or Add Public Storm Shelters Hazards Mitigated – Tornadoes, Severe Winter Storms, Severe Summer Storms, Wildfire & Grass Fire, Heavy Precipitation and Flooding, Dam Failure  Objective 5 –Conduct Water Supply Study Action 1 – Reduce Impact of Drought to Community and nearby Rural Areas Action 2 – Reduce/Conserve Water Consumption in Kearney and nearby Rural Areas  Hazard Mitigated – Drought  Objective 6 – Improve Electrical Services During and After Hazard Events  Action 1 – Evaluate Hardening and/or Burying Power Lines and Related Infrastructure, Implement Measures Based on Evaluation Action 3 – Evaluate Electric System Looping, Implement Measures Based on Evaluation Hazards Mitigated – Tornadoes, Severe Winter Storms, Severe Summer Storms, Wildfire & Grass Fire, Heavy Precipitation and Flooding, Dam Failure 
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Mitigation Goal 2 - Protect Existing and New Properties from Natural Hazards Events   Objective 1 - Maintain current good standing the National Flood Insurance Program –  Action 1- Continue to Regulate Development in Floodplain Areas  Action 2 - Adopt Future Floodplain Maps when they become available.  Action 3 – Acquire Flood Prone Property  Hazards Mitigated – Flooding and Heavy Precipitation   Objective 2 – Reduce damage from Flood and Heavy Precipitation Event Action 1 – Improve Drainage in Kearney Action 2 –Evaluate and Implement Recommendations of Storm Water Master Plan  Action 3 – Reduce Storm Water Flow Bottlenecks/Flow Constrictions Action 4 – Evaluate Dam/Reservoir Action 5 – Evaluate and Improve Storm Water System Action 6 – Evaluate and Improve Flood Proofing of Critical Facilities Action 7 – Evaluate and Improve Bank Stabilization of Kearney Hazards Mitigated – Flooding, Heavy Precipitation   Objective 3 – Reduce Tree Damage and Damage from Trees during Natural Hazards Action 1 – Conduct Tree Inventory and Implement Tree Maintenance/Trimming Program  Hazards Mitigated – Tornadoes, Severe Winter Storms  Mitigation Goal 3 – Increase Public Awareness and Education about Hazard Events   Objective 1 – Provide Additional Information to Citizens about Hazard Events  Action 1 – Distribute Fact Sheets at Community Events and to Public Schools Action 2 – Conduct Scheduled Siren/Warning System Tests Hazards Mitigated – Tornadoes, Severe Winter Storms, Severe Summer Storms, Wildfire & Grass Fire, Heavy Precipitation and Flooding, Dam Failure 
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7.0 IMPLEMENTATION 
Kearney officials understand that future events may change the prioritization and implementation of 
mitigation projects. At this time, Kearney officials may choose not to implement any or some of the 
project mitigation projects that were developed for this plan, realizing, however, that this may change in 
the future. 
Prior to submitting any project for funding consideration, projects will be evaluated using a FEMA-
approved cost/benefit method.  Under this process, projects would be reviewed for cost effectiveness.  
This review may include assistance of Nebraska Emergency Management personnel and/or floodplain 
management personnel.  The City Administrator or designee will be responsible for project 
administration of all projects selected for implementation.  FEMA has the authority to approve, deny or 
revoke funding for mitigation projects submitted under their mitigation programs. 
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8.0 EVALUATION
Potential mitigation projects were evaluated by Kearney representatives.  A copy of the STAPLEE 
Evaluation Worksheet or project identification worksheet is in Appendix L.
Potential mitigation projects have been identified in this Hazard Mitigation Plan for Kearney.  These 
projects are not intended to be an all-inclusive list of mitigation projects.  This plan and its projects are 
designed to be active and can be modified as conditions in Kearney change.  This requires that the plan 
be revised and updated as new projects are identified and prioritized by Kearney and Central Platte 
NRD.  
FEMA requires that this Hazard Mitigation Plan be reviewed and updated every five years. In order to 
complete this required review, Kearney will follow the same method used by Central Platte NRD.  This is 
detailed in the Plan Implementation Section of the Central Platte Hazard Mitigation Plan.  To aid in this 
review, sample worksheets are provided in Appendix M.   
In addition, the plan will be reviewed after significant hazard events to determine how the mitigation 
procedures operated and if modifications are needed. 
 
Kearney Public Schools
HAZARD IDENTIFICATION There are a wide variety of hazards that could affect the Kearney Public Schools, and upon a thorough review, it was determined that all of the hazards that are likely to affect the school are not jurisdiction-specific, therefore, information regarding the hazards of concern for the Kearney Public Schools may be viewed in previous sections of this document.  
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