
Kearney, Nebraska 
October 27, 2015 
5:50 p.m. 
 
A special meeting of the City Council of Kearney, Nebraska, was convened in open 
and public session at 5:50 p.m. on October 27, 2015 in the 2nd Floor Conference Room 
at City Hall.  Present were: Stanley A. Clouse, President of the Council; Michaelle 
Trembly, City Clerk; Council Members Randy Buschkoetter, Bruce Lear, Bob Lammers 
and Jonathan Nikkila. Absent: None.  Michael Morgan, City Manager; Michael Tye, City 
Attorney; and Paul Briseno, Assistant City Manager were also present. Some of the 
citizens present in the audience included: Steve Altmaier from KGFW Radio, Amanda 
Brandt from Kearney Hub, and Brent Wiethorn from KKPR Radio. 
 
Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Kearney Hub, 
the designated method for giving notice, a copy of the proof of publication being 
attached to these minutes.  Advance notice of the meeting was also given to the City 
Council and a copy of their acknowledgment or receipt of such notice is attached to 
these minutes.  Availability of the Agenda was communicated in the advance notice and 
in the notice to the Mayor and City Council.  All proceedings hereafter shown were 
taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Mayor Clouse announced that in accordance with Section 84-1412 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes, a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is available for review and is 
posted on the wall of the Council Chambers. 
 
UPDATE ON PROJECTS 
 
City Manager Michael Morgan presented the following PowerPoint to the Council. 
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City Manager stated the one thing he should have included was a better evaluation of 
the City’s existing infrastructure with respect to streets.  They will have to prioritize as 
best as they can, look at the streets, grants and pay attention.  Unlike other places, they 
will have a big demand already coming from maintenance of existing versus new.  The 
good news is the City does have the additional revenues coming into the system. 
 
The City is working with Kearney Public Schools in the future on how they can share 
things, work together and look at the old high school site.  There are a lot of other 
projects coming.   
 
Mayor Clouse asked about transitioning to LED street lights and where the City thinks 
they need to be, the rates are approximately the same.  City Manager stated another 
thing that he did not mention was developing 101; does the City make money off of new 
houses, the answer is no.  The City makes money from a revenue standpoint off of big 
things that use electricity.  The City will have to integrate some of the annexation, 
development, and CRA.   
 
Mayor Clouse stated he wanted to talk about solar, when they meet this week he wants 
to talk about the utility grade solar.  That is ten percent of the load in the Kearney that is 
a big deal.  The City has to be thinking it might be a loss leader if that is something they 
want to do because he does not know what the numbers are going to be.  From 
Kearney’s perspective things that we do with solar that would help with the development 
of Tech Park in attracting business and what their green energy plans are. 
 
Council Member Nikkila asked about profit.  Mayor Clouse stated it could down the road 
if they get fixed pricing.   
 
Council Member Lammers stated he brought up the concern to the Governor about the 
sales tax collection because of the e-commerce.  He knows that he is well aware of that 
and the need to try and tighten that up because of the revenue that is escaping.   
 
City Manager stated one of the things when the City strategizes and looks at the 
numbers, maybe they need to do more promotion of our own community and retail 
opportunities here.   
 
City Manager stated the other item next year he would like to start the process of doing 
the listening sessions again.  He would like to go back and see what is on people’s 
minds.   
 
ADJOURN 
 
Moved by Clouse seconded by Lammers that Council adjourn at 6:43 p.m. Roll call 
resulted as follows: Aye: Clouse, Lear, Nikkila, Lammers, Buschkoetter. Nay: None. 
Motion carried. 
 
ATTEST:             
        STANLEY A. CLOUSE 
   PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 
MICHAELLE E. TREMBLY    AND EX-OFFICIO MAYOR 
CITY CLERK 


