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What to Do If There Is a Snowplow Ahead of You While Driving 
 
The City of Kearney Transportation Division offers the following advice when encountering a 
snowplow:  
 
• Plows travel slowly, usually 15-25 miles per hour or less. Begin slowing down as soon as you see 

a snowplow. The most common crashes are motorists hitting the rear ends of snowplows.  
 
• Stay well behind the snowplow. Because snowplows are large, operators cannot see directly 

behind their trucks. Be extremely cautious when passing or meeting snowplows. They can be 
suddenly thrust sideways by drifts and hard snowpack. 

 
• Do not pass in a snow cloud. Only pass when you can be sure the road ahead is clear of vehicles 

and snowdrifts. Be patient and wait for the driver to see you or when they pull over so traffic can 
safely pass.  

 
• Snowplows and traffic cause light snow to swirl. It can become difficult or impossible to see the 

plow and the roadway, and also for the plow operator to see you.  
 

• Never pass a plow on the right. Some snowplows are equipped with a wing plow — an 8-foot 
extension on the right side of the truck.  

 
• Plows aren't just removing snow. They may also be spreading sand or deicer on roads. Maintain a 

safe distance behind snowplows to avoid being sprayed with deicing material.  
 
• Be careful when meeting plows as they may be spreading sand or deicer and the operator may 

not be able to shut the spreaders off when you approach. Reduce speed when meeting a plow 
and move as far right as you safely can to prevent windshield damage.  

 
• Know where the plow is. On multi-lane highways, the snowplow could be in any lane. Watch for 

snowplows that may be turning around at street intersections. 
 
Snowplows are on the road for your safety, please use caution during winter commutes. 
 
Check out our web site at www.cityofkearney.org. 
 
We are sending this News Release as a service to the news media and citizens of Kearney. 
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