
Golf Advisory Board  
Kearney, Nebraska 
July 21, 2014 
4:00 p.m. 
 
 
A meeting of the Golf Advisory Board of the City of Kearney, Nebraska, was convened in an 
open and public session at 4:00 p.m. on July 17, 2014, at the Park & Recreation Office 
Conference Room, 2005 1st Avenue, Kearney NE 68847.  Present were: Tim Hughbanks, 
Chairman; Board Members Ken Nikels, Nick Erdman. Don Johnson Absent: Kim Smith, Pam 
Pearson.  City Staff present was Scott Hayden, Park & Recreation Director; Dave James, Golf 
Services Manager; Dan Knipping, Golf Superintendent; and Robyn Bowman, Recording 
Secretary.  
 
Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Kearney Hub, the 
designated method for giving notice, a copy of the proof of publication being attached to these 
minutes.  Advance notice of the meeting was also given to the Chairman and Board Members 
of the Golf Advisory Board.  Availability of the Agenda was communicated in the advance notice 
and in the notice to the Golf Advisory Board.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while 
the meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Chairman Hughbanks announced that in accordance with Section 84-1412 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes, a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is available for review and is posted 
towards the back of the room. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Moved by Erdman, seconded by Nichols, that the minutes of the Golf Advisory Board meeting 
held on April 15, 2014 be approved. All those present voted Aye. Nay: None. Absent: Kim 
Smith, Pam Pearson.  Motion carried. 
 

GOLF COURSE MANAGER REPORT 
Golf Course Manager James reviewed the rounds played comparative actuals for the October 
2008 – 2014.  The report showed the course having the lowest rounds played in the past five 
years with revenues approximately 2 percent down.  Weather and course conditions have 
decreased rounds James feels.  It was discussed that complaints from members on winter kills 
areas and why Meadowlark has not recovered as fast as other courses. Grounds 
Superintendent Knipping stated that he has spoken to several chemical and horticultural 
turfgrass experts and no one seems to know why some courses are coming out of it sooner 
than others. Erdman commented that this past winter was a unique one that caused damage 
that would unlikely occur again.  Knipping stated that staff has been focusing on the greens and 
feels they were slow to recover until they started sanding the greens more frequent and they 
have greatly improved over the last two weeks due to heat and humidity. Staff was directed to 
work on a newsletter and possibly a blog from the Grounds Superintendent on our website 
discussing the winter kill and what staff is doing and has done to help the course recover.    
 

PARK & RECREATION DIRECTOR REPORT 
Director Hayden reported that construction of the maintenance building was slow and steady. It 
was suggested that staff included updates on the building in the newsletter. Comments were 
made that some members weren’t sure what was being built and it would be nice to inform 
them that there will be restrooms included for the golfers. 
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ADJOURN 
A motion to adjourn was made by Nikels and seconded by Erdman. The meeting was 
adjourned at 4:52 p.m.  All those present voted Aye. Nay: None.  Absent:  Absent: Kim Smith, 
Pam Pearson.  Motion carried. 
 
  

      

ROBYN BOWMAN 

RECORDING SECRETARY 


