
Kearney, Nebraska 
October 21, 2008 
7:00 p.m. 
 
A Special Meeting/Listening Session of the City Council of Kearney, Nebraska, was 
convened in open and public session at 7:00 p.m. on October 21, 2008 in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall.  Present were: Stanley A. Clouse, President of the Council; 
Michaelle Trembly, City Clerk; Council Members Randy Buschkoetter, Don Kearney, 
Bruce Lear, and Bob Lammers. Absent: None.  Michael Morgan, City Manager; Michael 
Tye, City Attorney; and Wendell Wessels, Director of Finance and Administration also 
present. There were several citizens present: Marvion Reichert, Odee Ingersoll, Brad 
Kernick, Paul Younes, John Payne, Gary Roubicek, John Shafer, Gerry O’Rourke, Carl 
Spelts, Rich Broderson, Jackie Purdy, Mike Hendridkson, Ty Strawhecker, Ed Wiltgen, 
Gene Beerbohm, Craig Link, Collin Nabity, Ken Tracy, Aleisha Tracy, Greg Shea, Mike 
McCann, Ron Larsen, Wayne Olson, Greg Erickson, Lindsay Shultz, Tim Higgins, Jon 
Obermiller, Reed Miller, Andrea McClintock, Jennifer Murrish, Tammy Jackson, Todd 
Gottula from Kearney Hub, Steve Altmaier from KGFW Radio. 
 
Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Kearney Hub, 
the designated method for giving notice, a copy of the proof of publication being 
attached to these minutes.  Advance notice of the meeting was also given to the City 
Council and a copy of their acknowledgment or receipt of such notice is attached to 
these minutes.  Availability of the Agenda was communicated in the advance notice and 
in the notice to the Mayor and City Council.  All proceedings hereafter shown were 
taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Mayor Clouse announced that in accordance with Section 84-1412 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes, a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is available for review and is 
posted towards the back of the Council Chambers. 
 
KEARNEY COUNTRY CLUB; MANAGER APPLICATION 
 
Mayor Clouse opened for discussion the manager application for Gary Roubicek 
submitted by the Kearney Country Club in connection with their Class C-09051 liquor 
license located at 2800 19th Avenue. 
 
The Kearney Country Club was issued a license in 1987.  According to the records of 
the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission, this establishment was cited in 2005 and 
again in 2006 for selling alcohol to minors. According to the Kearney Police Department, 
Mr. Roubicek is a long time resident of the community and has previous experience in 
liquor sales and management as the previous owner of Bico’s restaurant.  During his 
ownership of Bico’s, there were no issues with the license or the manner in which the 
business operated. Mr. Roubicek returned the “Liquor License Training compliance form 
indicating two employees have been trained and that an additional 8 employees will be 
receiving training on November 16 through the Buffalo County Community Partners. 
 
Gary Roubicek was present to answer any questions from the Council. 
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Moved by Kearney seconded by Lammers to approve the manager application for Gary 
Roubicek submitted by the Kearney Country Club in connection with their Class C-
09051 liquor license located at 2800 19th Avenue. Roll call resulted as follows: Aye: 
Clouse, Lear, Lammers, Kearney, Buschkoetter. Nay: None. Motion carried. 
 
PROPOSED RESTAURANT OCCUPATION TAX 
 
Mayor Clouse stated that the Kearney Visitors Bureau made the following presentation 
regarding the restaurant occupation tax.  This is a Listening Session for the Council. 
The Council wants input from the citizens with regard to this matter.  Therefore, no 
action will be taken by the Council. 
 
Some of the citizens present in favor of the occupation tax were: Carl Spelts, Ron 
Larsen, Greg Erickson, Rich Broderson, Tim Higgins, Tammy Jackson.  Some of the 
citizens in opposition included: Marvion Reichert, Ed Wiltgen, John Shafer, Mike 
McCann, Jon Obermiller, Collin Nabity. 
 
Some of the positives for the occupation tax:  

• Strong Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Bureau,  
• Educational facilities – UNK, Central Community College, Kearney High, Kearney 

Catholic, 
• Library facilities, 
• Cooperation between City and County governments 
• Athletic events, 
• Merryman Performing Arts Center, MONA, Trails and Rails Museum, Kearney 

Community Theatre, 
• Fantastic parks,  
• Medical professionals, 
• Public transportation, 
• County Fair,  
• Regional Airport,  
• Cattlemens Classic, 
• Banks, 
• Churches,  
• Industrial Park 
• Nebraska Firefighters Museum 
• Children’s Museum 

 
Comments voiced: 

• the need for additional taxes to be voted on by the people 
• no more taxes 
• hard economic times 
• funds to go toward operating costs, such as Trails and Rails Museum, and Rowe 

Sanctuary 
• funds available to other entities besides Archway Parkway 
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Council member Kearney left the meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Moved by Lear seconded by Buschkoetter that Council adjourn at 9:17 p.m. Roll call 
resulted as follows: Aye: Clouse, Lammers, Buschkoetter, Lear. Nay: None. Kearney 
absent. Motion carried. 
 
 
              
ATTEST:       STANLEY A. CLOUSE 
        PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 
        AND EX-OFFICIO MAYOR 
       
MICHAELLE E. TREMBLY 
CITY CLERK 


